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GENERAL INFORMATION FOR THE TOWN OF STRATHAM
TELEPHONE NUMBERS: (* denotes an emergency number)
Fire Department (to report fire) 911*
Fire House business number (not to report fire). .
.
772-9756
EMS Emergency Number (ambulance) 911*
Police Department (emergency number).
.
... 9 1 1 *
Police Department (business number). 778-9691
Town Clerk/Tax Collector. 772-474
1
Selectmen's Office/Town Administrator. .
.





Wiggin Memorial Library. .
.
772-4346
Historical Society. ... 778-0434
Stratham Memorial School 772-5413
Recreation Commission (Debra Bailey) 772-8847
TOWN OFFICE HOURS:
Monday through Friday: 8:30 am to 4:00 pm (closed holidays)
HISTORICAL SOCIETY HOURS:
Tuesdays 9am- 1 1 :30am; Thursdays 2pm- 4pm; 1st Sunday of month 2pm-4pm
STRATHAM TRANSFER STATION HOURS:
Saturdays only 9am - 4pm (winter - November - April, 1st and 3rd Saturdays)
MEETINGS:
Selectmen's Meetings: Mondays 7:30 pm (except legal holidays)
Volunteer Fire Department: 1st & 3rd Tuesday 8 pm
2nd & 4th Tuesdays Training
4th Tuesday - EMS Training
Planning Board: 1st Wednesday of month - worksession 7:30 pm
3rd Wednesday of month - Public Hearing 7:30 pm
Board of Adjustment: Upon Request
Code Enforcement Officer/Building Inspector: Monday - Friday 9am - 12 noon
Fair Committee: Last Wednesday on Month 7:30 pm at Fire House
Trash & Recycling Collection: Thursday & Friday, curbside 7 am






Selectmen, Town Clerk, Tax Collector
















"Mr. President, I rise today to pay tribute to Ale. Peter J. Morgera of Stratham, NH....Peter, a 25
year old flight mechanic, was one of 19 American servicemen who lost their lives 2 weeks ago when a
truck bomb detonated outside military housing in Dhahran, Saudi Arabia....Peter who was scheduled to
return home on June 30, had served his country for 3 years in the Air Force.
Peter was a 1990 graduate ofExeter Area High School and is described by those who knew him
as a great person, a hard worker, and someone who was always ready to lend a hand. When
remembering Peter, his family and friends invariably mention his strong sense of community spirit and
compassionate nature. He always did everything he could to help people when they needed it. At age
16, Peter began working with the Stratham Volunteer Fire Department and his fellow firefighters
described him as extremely reliable and an excellent co-worker. One of the many ways he served the
community was through teaching fire prevention at area schools. Peter had the kind of love for family
and community this country is built upon, and it is individuals such as him that make this country great.
Peter's memory will be one of leadership and charity. He chose not to ignore the needs of those
around him but to help meet those needs. Whether someone needed a helping hand or just a friendly
face, Peter was there....He served not only his community but his country as well, and his country will
never forget his service or his sacrifice. We should, however, look beyond the tragedy of this great loss
and let Peter's sacrifice be an example for us all. Although he left this world prematurely, he touched
many lives with his caring ways and his memory will endure in many hearts.
Although Peter's death weighs heavily in the hearts of his family and friends, we should not dwell
in sadness, but remember his zeal for life and continue to uphold those principles which he held dear.
Peter's dedication to community was the embodiment of the American ideal, people like him are the
backbone of their communities and the Nation. He gave his life as a guardian of the community and the
nation he loved so well. Therefore, let us mark this tragedy and remember what we have lost, but let us
also celebrate Peter's life and the light he gave to those around him. His family and community will miss
him dearly and honor him as a valiant American."
Remarks of the Honorable Bob Smith, USS from the floor of the U.S. Senate, excerpted from the
Congressional Record, July 9, 1996, Vol. 142, No. 100.





There are many individuals who play vital roles within their communities. Most go
unnoticed by the public and that is the way these individuals prefer it. Civic-minded
people contribute to their communities out of a sense of duty. They identify a need of the
community and work quietly towards fulfilling it. Marice "Alex" Alexander is just such a
person.
Marice and Elaine, his wife of 35 years, moved to Stratham in 1977. This was
after 30 years in the Air Force where he attained the rank of Senior Master Sergeant.
During his years in Stratham, Marice has filled many vital roles. He has served as
President of the Stratham Volunteer Fire Department Association, a Deacon at the
Stratham Community Church along with other committee memberships at the church,
President ofthe Couples' Club, Past Chairman of the Town Democratic Committee, and a
Ballot Clerk at elections for many years. Marice has been in charge ofthe entire public
address, telephone and sound systems for the Stratham Fair. From that role, Marice has
volunteered to provide sound systems for many town functions throughout the year
including Town Meeting. He has been a long-time member and supporter of the Fire
Department's Honor Guard which has appeared in many of the area's parades. He was
also named as Local Man of the Year by the local chapter of the Sergeants Association.
If there is a task to be done or a need to be fulfilled, Marice Alexander has
consistently, quietly, and unassumingly met the challenge and volunteered himself. He has
done so without complaint or malice to anyone. His only question has been when do you
need me. In recognition of all the others like him, whose readiness and willingness to







MINUTES OF TOWN MEETINGS 996 14
TOWN WARRANT, 1997 17
TOWN BUDGET 40
CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM 41
BUDGET OF THE TOWN OF STRATHAM 42
TOWN CLERK'S REPORT 43
TAX COLLECTOR'S REPORT 44
SUMMARY OF TAX LIEN ACCOUNTS 45
TOWN TREASURE'S REPORT 46
SUMMARY OF INVENTORY OF VALUATION 48
STATEMENT OF APPROPRIATIONS 49
TAX RATE BREAKDOWN 52
EXPENDITURES 1996 53
COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF APPROPRIATIONS & EXPENDITURES 55
YEARLY EARNINGS FOR TOWN EMPLOYEES -1996 56
FINANCIAL REPORT 57
TRUSTEES OF TRUST FUNDS REPORT 62
CEMETERY COMMITTEE REPORT 63
POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT 64
OFFICE OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT REPORT 65
VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT 66
CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER'S REPORT 67
BUILDING INSPECTOR'S REPORT 67
STRATHAM PLANNING BOARD REPORT 68
CONSERVATION COMMISSION REPORT 69
STRATHAM HILL PARK ASSN. REPORT 70
RECREATION COMMISSION REPORT 71
HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT'S REPORT 72
LAMPREY REGIONAL SOLID WASTE COOPERATIVE REPORT 73
MOSQUITO CONTROL COMMISSION REPORT 74
WIGGIN MEMORIAL LIBRARY TRUSTEE'S REPORT 75
STRATHAM HISTORICAL SOCIETY REPORT 76













W. Douglas Scamman Jr.
Jerry Howard (appointed assistant)
TOWN CLERK/TAX COLLECTOR
Joyce A. Rowe







































Dr. Steven R. Roth














OFFICE OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
























John Sapienza, Selectmen's Rep.










ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
Neil Rowe, Chairman term expires 1998
Christopher Rowe, Sr, Vice Chairman term expires 1997
George D. Cooper term expires 1997
Dwight Crow term expires 1999
Bruce Barker term expires 1998
Graeme Mann, Alternate term expires 1997
Joseph Downey, Alternate term expires 1999
Karen Abrami, Alternate term expires 1998
CONSERVATION COMMISSION
Gordon Barker, Chairman term expires 1997
James Cushman, Vice Chairman term expires 1997
Patricia Elwell term expires 1999
Gerald Batchelder term expires 1998
Garvase White term expires 1997
Larry Morse term expires 1997
Stephen Woods, Selectmen's Rep.
Robert Keating, Alternate term expires 1997
Todd Papalegis, Alternate term expires 1997
RECREATION COMMISSION
Debra Bailey, Chairman term expires 1998
Michael Maskwa term expires 1998
Kevin Rowe term expires 1997
Jeffrey Hebert term expires 1998
Kenneth Rowe term expires 1998
Laura Batchelder, Alternate term expires 1997
Brad Little, Alternate term expires 1999
Louis Gobin, Alternate term expires 1998
Caren Gallagher, Alternate term expires 1998
Kevin Peck, Alternate term expires 1998
BUDGET ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Kathryn Bickford Victor Collinino
Sandra Rowe June Sawyer
James Scamman, Sr. Jane Marmontello
MOSQUITO COMMISSION
Martin Wool Cameron Sewall
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SELECTMEN'S REPORT
We have had a busy year in the Selectmen's Office once again. Following Town Meeting,
where we welcomed Steve Woods to the Board and thanked Bill Petroski for his dedicated
service to the Town on the Board of Selectmen, we continued our review of the Hampton Water
Works proposal to export water from the Town. Working with the Planning Board and their
consultants, a very detailed monitoring and response plan was developed and approved by the
State. After many months of discussion, the Planning Board approved the site plan with
conditions in December. The State approval ran 18 pages with an additional 10 pages of
conditions by the Town. This approval has been appealed to the Public Utilities Commission and
in Superior Court by Hampton Water Works. We feel that our requirements are fair and
reasonable and we intend to defend them on both fronts.
Another large issue concerns the formation of the new school cooperative and building a
new middle level school off of Guinea Road in Stratham. Plans are being submitted to the
Planning Board and construction should start in the Spring. Our Landfill is now finally closed and
the Transfer Station is working well. The new brush chipper has been put to good use at the
Transfer Station. Because of the snowless winter, the Highway crew has been clearing and
chipping brush along some of the Town roads. These chips are available at the Transfer Station
to Town residents at no cost on the Saturdays that the Transfer Station is open.
As you recall, we had to extend the rubbish collection schedule to Saturdays because of
the number of stops we have. We also promised that we would try to eliminate Saturday
collection as soon as possible. Gobin Disposal Systems has built a non-contact transfer station on
Town land behind the Town sheds on Bunker Hill Avenue. This transfer station made it possible
to only use the collection trucks for collection thus keeping them in Town. The trucks could,
therefore, make more pick ups per day which allowed us to eliminate the Saturday collection day.
That occurred this past summer. Recycling is working well, but we need everyone to work hard
at reducing the trash by recycling more. Every ton of recycling saves tax dollars.
Some of the new things in Town include the new ball field at the Park, which was
completed and dedicated in June. This field was funded with a matching grant from the U.S. Park
Service and will provide another excellent ball field for Town use. We have purchased two new
small trucks for the Highway Department while selling off the old ones they replaced. We have
completed the renovations at the Firehouse which included a new well pump, new heating system,
new windows, new exterior doors, and new lights. The Stratham Fair, after Town Meeting
approval, constructed a new concession stand at the Park near the Little League field which will
also be available to the Recreation Commission during the baseball season. A new satellite dish
has been installed at the Municipal Center by Continental Cablevision for use by the Police and
Fire Departments for training programs which are available. This was part of our franchise
agreement renewal. We are also very grateful to Robert Levine who donated funds to finish a
spare room in the Police Department. The officers will now benefit from a new
booking/processing area equipped with a breathalyzer machine for DWI offenders. The new
room is also set up with a shower and locker room and equipped with exercise equipment to
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maintain the department's physical readiness to serve the Town. We again wish to publicly thank
Mr. Levine for his continuing generosity to the Town.
The State ofNew Hampshire runs the Sandy Point Discovery Center at the end ofDepot
Road. It opened with a dedication ceremony held on June 1, 1996. The Center is an educational
center focusing on the Great Bay and surrounding wetlands. We would encourage everyone to
take a trip down to the Center. You will be pleasantly surprised.
We were all saddened by the passing of Stratham Memorial School principal Gail Hiltz in
June after a lengthy illness. She will be missed by her students, staff, and townspeople alike. The
death of Peter Morgera while on duty in Saudi Arabia on June 25th shook the Town deeply.
Peter was a wonderful young man who was an enthusiastic member of the Stratham Volunteer
Fire Department and who planned to return to Town and continue his involvement in the Fire
Department. He will also be missed. Florence Bigelow, the keeper of the Boston Post Cane, has
also passed away at the age of 105. Miss Bigelow received the Cane from the Town at a small
gathering at the Municipal Center in April of 1996.
The Town is about to receive 54 acres of land between the Industrial Park and the new
middle level school lot from the estate of Beatrice Rollins as long as it stays as open land and not
developed. Miss Rollins was a promoter of the environment and concerned for the land and
animals. She attended many Planning Board meetings and approved of their methods of open
space planning to the point of bequeathing this 54 acres ofwoodland to the Town.
The Planning Board has also been busy. In April, they welcomed Clay Mitchell as our
new regional planner. Some of the issues besides the Hampton Water Works question included
the approval of the new Toyota garage, the Holloway development, the new Post Office at the
traffic circle and preliminary discussion with the Green Company concerning their development of
the large parcel of land off of Winnicutt and Union Roads. A Master Plan Review Committee has
been working many months and is about to make some recommendations to the Planning Board.
They also have two articles on the Warrant concerning an Economic Development Committee
and a Heritage Commission to discuss at Town Meeting.
As the Town grows so does the demand on the Town's personnel. We have a need for
some additional employees in several areas. The Library is requesting the funding of an assistant
librarian, the Police have requested an additional patrolman funded in part by a federal grant to
get more police on the streets. We would also like to propose and fund a full-time custodian for
the Municipal Center and Firehouse. The duties would include maintenance, painting, grass
mowing and parking lot snowplowing at both buildings. Some of the duties have previously been
done by the Highway Department. With them relieved of these jobs, it will free them to do more
street maintenance and cemetery and Transfer Station work. This will also relieve the need for
an additional person in the Highway Department. The Town Office is extremely busy with the
Town Clerk, Tax Collector, Building Inspector, Planning Board, Board of Adjustment, Board of
Selectmen and Town Administrator functions needing time and attention. The Board of
Selectmen would like to hire a Secretary to work with the Town Administrator and Building
Inspector, to do the required minutes of the Planning Board and Board of Adjustment, and handle
12
the secretarial work of the Town Administrator. By moving these functions away from the front
office, it will free up time for the current three employees to accomplish their respective duties on
a timely basis. The Board of Selectmen feel these four new positions are needed at this time and
would ask for your support. The budget is up less than 1% with these new people included.
We are also working on a new personnel plan which includes a contribution by the
employees to their health insurance as we promised at the last Town Meeting. There has also
been a request to form a union of certain Town employees. That request is currently before the
Public Employees Labor Relations Board.
It has been a very busy and productive year and we look forward to a successful 1997. As
always, we welcome your constructive input and questions. We meet every Monday evening and
can be reached by telephone at 772-7391.
Martin Wool
John Sapienza
Stephen J. C. Woods
Board of Selectmen
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MINUTES OF TOWN MEETING
MARCH 12, 1996
The following ballot clerks were sworn in by the Town Clerk, Joyce A. Rowe, at
7:50 AM: Patricia Sapienza, Annette Carter, Elaine and Marice Alexander. Election day
ballots which included town officers, zoning articles and school officers were counted by
the ballot clerks with 1499 counted in all. Assistant Moderator, Jerry Howard, opened the
meeting with the reading ofthe warrant at 8AM . Number of voters on the checklist at
the opening of the polls was 3853. At the close of the polls at 8 PM 965 ballots had been
cast. LHS Corp., makers of the machine, is on the warrant and will be voted upon on
March 15, 1996. The demonstration went very well and the tabulations were completed
by 8:10 PM.
The following are the results of the balloting: An * denotes the candidate elected.
Selectman For Three Years: John A. Hutton, III 265, William Petroski 247, Stephen J.
C.Woods 435*
Town Clerk-Tax Collector For Three Years: Joyce A. Rowe 865*
Town Treasurer For Three Years: Kenneth F. Lanzillo 890*
Trustee of the Trust Funds for Three Years: Gordon L. Barker 863*
Library Trustee for Three Years: Helen G Lafave 484* , Robert B. Mitchell 378
Moderator for Two Years: W. Douglas Scamman Jr. 871*
Supervisor of the Checklist for Six Years: Barbara Battis 641*, Hollis A. Durant 154
Cemetery Committee for Three Years: Lucy H. Cushman 820*
Article 2. Yes 794* No 112
Article 3. Yes 797* No 68
Article 4. Yes 868* No 41
Article 5. Yes 817* No 63
Article 6. Yes 744* No 119
Article 7. Yes 756* No 81
Article 8. Yes 725* No 115
Article 9. Yes 758* No 120
Article 10 Yes 711* No 113
Article 1
1
Yes 630* No 268
Members of the School Board for Three Years: Vote for two
Janet Johnson 243, Richard Messner 348, Sandra Rowe 620*
School District Clerk for Two Years: Paula Geppner 861*
There were a scattering of write-in-votes.
Gordon Bailey 488 ]
March 15, 1996
Continuation of the March 12, 1996 Town Meeting. The Moderator, Stephen J.
C. Woods, opened the meeting at 7:30 PM. with the reading of the warrant. Moderator
Woods introduced the personnel seated at the table on the stage. The Salute to the Flag
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was led by David Noyes. Dedication of the Town Report to W. Douglas Scamman was
read by the Moderator. Moderator Woods then read the results of Tuesday's election.
Article 12. Budget. Motion moved by Martin Wool to accept the budget of $2,086,864,
seconded by John Sapienza. Mr. Wool explained the budget by highlighting the major
changes. Pay increased to town employees at 3.75% for everyone. The budget figures
reflect more because the year 1996 will have 27 pay periods rather than the normal 26 pay
periods and it also includes two new full time employees. One new person at the highway
department and the children's librarian is now going to be full time. Legal expenses
increase to $80,000.00 due to the Holloway case with the Planning Board, Hampton
Water Works case, and the Daley trial along with some smaller cases. Health insurance
has increased. The employees will be paying some of their health insurance as soon as the
personnel policy can be changed and the Selectmen have time to work on the details of the
program. Mr. Wool explained that the town has a contract with Gobin Disposal for
recycling and trash pick up until the year 2004 without any increases. This included the
expanded services to the condos. The library budget is up primarily due to the increase in
payroll, extended hours and the children's librarian will now be considered full-time.
David Noyes questioned the tolls and equipment line in the highway budget. Perry Francis
questioned the increase salaries for the employees overall and questioned the benefit
package they might have. Tim Reiser questioned the tipping fees on Commercial rubbish
pickup. W. D. Scamman, Jr. made a motion to reduce the legal fees by $40,000.00,
seconded by Gordon Bailey. Mr. Scamman expressed a concern for the town spending
that amount ofmoney on legal matters and cited the Holloway case that he felt had met all
the zoning requirements and the town had infringed on his constitutional rights when they
denied him a permit to build on his land. He fears that the town might be sued and Mr.
Holloway might be awarded a major amount of money. He felt that Hampton Water
Works could have been talked to directly and that the case with Michael Daley should be
put behind us. Mr. Sapienza spoke against the amendment saying if the selectmen had not
proceeded with Hampton Water works the pumps would now be running. Gordon Bailey
spoke in favor of the amendment. Chris Rowe made a motion to amend the budget by
decreasing the Highway Department by $24,900.00, seconded by Jim Scamman. Ted
Geppner spoke in favor of the increase in the highway department citing the increase in the
miles of roads and added work. The moderator moved the question on the amendments to
decrease the budget by 64,900.00. Yes 53, No 85. Motion defeated. Motion on the
article to raise and appropriate the sum of $2,086,864.00. Vote in the affirmative.
Article 13 CIP Motion made by John Sapienza and seconded by Bill Petroski. John
explained the various items in the CIP. Vote in the affirmative.
Article 14. Town to establish a Municipal Water System. 2/3 vote necessary to pass.
John Sapienza moved the motion and Martin Wool seconded. After some debate the
moderator opened the polls for the voting at 8:30 PM. The meeting proceeded while the
polls were open. The Results of the Balloting: Yes 126, No 10, and 1 blank ballot. Polls
closed at 9:37 PM.
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Article 15. Scenic Roads
Motion made by Patricia Elwell and seconded by Patricia Parnell. Mrs. Elwell explained
the reason the article was petitioned and the pros of scenic roads. Mrs. Parnell also spoke
in favor of the article and also in favor of having signage for the scenic roads. Jerry
Batchelder spoke in favor of the article and adding that these roads are very historic to the
Town. Diane Kube questioned how this would affect the needed drainage work on
Stratham Heights Road. Mrs. Elwell made the following amendment to the article to be
added after the words after a public hearing: except for necessary maintenance within 6ft
of utility lines. Seconded by Patricia Parnell. Yes Vote on the amendment. Vote on the
article. Yes 53 No 53. The moderator used his vote to break the tie and the vote became
Yes 54 and NO 53. Chris Rowe challenged the moderator. Jim Scamman made a motion
for a recount, seconded by Gordon Bailey. The moderator divided the house. Results of
recount Yes 56 No 61. Article was defeated.
Article 16. Voting Tabulator ( $7,000.00)
Bill Petroski moved the motion. Seconded by John Sapienza. There was discussion
concerning the cost for the programming of the machine for each election. Vote in the
affirmative.
Article 17. Food Stand at the Park.
Motion moved by Stan Walker and seconded by Bill Petroski. Vote in the affirmative.
Article 18. Retired and Senior Volunteer Program ($200.00)
Motion moved by Martin Wool and seconded by Bill Petroski. No discussion. Vote in
the affirmative.
Article 19. Board of Selectmen to Accept Trusts.
Motion made by Martin Wool and seconded by John Sapienza. Vote in the affirmative.
Article 20. 1% Discount on Taxes
Motion made by Bill Petroski and seconded by Martin Wool. Vote in the affirmative.
Article 21. Any Other Business.
Martin Wool thanked Bill Petroski for the three years he served as a selectman. Also
expressed thanks to Bill Day for the time he served as a member of the Planning Board
and Bob Mitchell for his services as a Library Trustee. He reminded everyone that
recycling bins are for sale at the Town Office for $10.00. He welcomed Steve Woods to
the Board of Selectmen and thanked him for the years of service as the Town Moderator.
W. Douglas Scamman, Jr. thanked the people responsible for the dedication of the Town
Report to his father in behalf of his whole family.
Meeting adjourned at 10:46 PM
Respectfully submitted,
Joyce A. Rowe, Town Clerk-Tax Collector
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STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
THE POLLS WILL BE OPEN FROM 8 A.M. TO 8 P.M.
To the inhabitants of the Town of Stratham in the County of
Rockingham in said State, qualified to vote in Town Affairs:
You are hereby notified to meet at the Stratham Municipal
Center on Tuesday, on the eleventh day of March 1997, next at
eight of the clock in the forenoon, to act upon the following
subjects
:
ARTICLE 1: To choose all necessary Town Officers for the year
ensuing.
Are you in favor of the adoption of the following amendments
proposed by the Stratham Planning Board for the Town of Stratham
Zoning Ordinance which would read as follows:
ARTICLE 2: (Add definition for kennel and modify SPCA use)
a. To add in SECTION II DEFINITIONS , in appropriate
alphabetical order, the following definition: "Kennel: Any
premises, site, or portion thereof, where 5 or more dogs 10
weeks in age or older are bred, raised, trained, or kept for
any reason. This definition does not include sites that are
accessory to a veterinarian hospital where a licensed
veterinarian practices or the SPCA."
b. To renumber accordingly; and
c. To change To amend 3. 6 TABLE OF USES , F. COMMERCIAL USES,
#11. Society for Prevention of Cruelty to Animals to
reflect a change from a permitted use in Residential/
Agricultural zone to a special exception for the SPCA.
The Planning Board recommends this article.
ARTICLE 3: (Cluster Developments: modify frontage, and
structure setbacks for single- and multi-family
dwellings)
a. Section 8.7.3 (a) — to replace the frontage measurement "50
feet" with the measurement "60 feet".
b. Section 8.7.3 (b) — to add the words "single-family" before
the word structure and to replace the structure setback
measurement of "25 feet" with the measurement of "40 feet",
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and to replace the lot line setback measurement of "12 feet"
with the measurement of "15 feet", and to add the following:
"- multi-family structures
shall be at least 50 feet apart; and shall be at
least 20 feet from a lot line."
The Planning Board Recommends this article.
ARTICLE 4: (Excavations: Modify fee structure and
enforcement provisions)
a. Replace existing subsection 10.5.5. with the following
language:
"10.5.5 Fees and Expenses. The Regulator shall charge a
fee of $50.00 for processing the excavation permit
requests. The applicant shall also pay the
expenses to cover the cost of notice,
administrative expenses, review of documents, and
other matters required by particular applications
including but not limited to, engineering review,
circuit rider review, etc.
(a) Notice shall be paid at the rate of $5.00 per
abutter, and $45.00 for costs and administrative
expenses for public notice in one newspaper and
three public places.
(b) Circuit Rider review. The applicant shall pay
expenses for Circuit Rider Review at the current
billing rate of the Rockingham Planning Commission
for any Circuit Rider review of a submitted
application.
(c) Special Investigative Costs. The Board may
require the applicant to pay reasonable costs of
special investigative studies which may be
necessary for the Planning Board to evaluate the
impact of a proposed development."
b. Add a new subsection as follows:
"10.6.2 The Regulator or any person directly affected by
violation of RSA 155-E may seek an order from the
superior court requiring the violator to cease and
desist from violating any provision of a permit or
RSA 155-E and to take such action as may be
necessary to comply with the permit and RSA 155-E.
Attorney's fees may also be available."
The Planning Board recommends this article
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ARTICLE 5: (Growth Management Ordinance: Correct citations
and modify sunset clause)
a. To replace all citations throughout Ordinance to Sections
"14" with the correct citation of "15".
b. To replace in 15.9 SUNSET the date of "1997" with a new date
of "2002".
ARTICLE 6: (Signs)
a. To add a new subsection in SECTION VIII: SIGNS , as follows:
" 7.2.7 Computation of Area. The area of a sign (which is
also the sign area of a wall sign or other sign) shall be
computed by means of the smallest square, circle, rectangle,
triangle, or combination thereof that will encompass the
extreme limits of the writing, representation, emblem, or
other display together with any material, color, or other
display, together with any material or color forming an
integral part of the background of the display or used to
differentiate the sign from the backdrop, background or
structure against which it is placed. Areas of supporting
framework shall be excluded from this calculation up to the
amount of 25% of the total area as calculated above. All
supporting framework, bracing, or decoration in excess of
the 25% limit shall be deemed part of computation of the
maximum aggregate area.
b. To replace the charts currently at Section 3.6 PERMITTED
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ARTICLE 7: (Adoption of Telecommunications Ordinance)
a. To create a new SECTION XIX TELECOMMUNICATIONS ORDINANCE




This ordinance is adopted by the Town of Stratham in accordance with
the authority as granted in New Hampshire Revised Statutes Annotated
674:16 and 674:21 and procedurally under the guidance of 675:1, II.
19.2. PURPOSE AND GOALS
This Ordinance is enacted in order to establish general guidelines
for the siting of towers and antennas and to enhance and fulfill the
following goals:
19.2.1 Preserve the authority of Stratham to regulate and to
provide for reasonable opportunity for the siting of
telecommunications facilities, by enhancing the ability
of providers of telecommunications services to provide
such services to the community quickly, effectively, and
efficiently.
19.2.2 Reduce adverse impacts such facilities may create,
including, but not limited to; impacts on aesthetics,
environmentally sensitive areas, historically significant
locations, flight corridors, health and safety by
injurious accidents to person and property, and
prosperity through protection of property values.
19.2.3 Provide for co-location and minimal impact siting options
through an assessment of technology, current locational
options, future available locations, innovative sighting
techniques, and sighting possibilities beyond the
political jurisdiction of the Stratham.
19.2.4 Permit the construction of new towers only where all
other reasonable opportunities have been exhausted, and
to encourage the users of towers and antennas to
configure them in a way that minimizes the adverse visual
impact of the towers and antennas
.
19.2.5 Require cooperation and co-location, to the highest
extent possible, between competitors in order to reduce
cumulative negative impacts upon Stratham.
19.2.6 Provide constant maintenance and safety inspections for
any and all facilities.
19.2.7 Provide for the removal of abandoned facilities that are
no longer inspected for safety concerns and Code
compliance. Provide a mechanism for Stratham to remove
26
these abandoned towers to protect the citizens from
imminent harm and danger.
19.2.8 Provide for the removal or upgrade of facilities that are
technologically outdated.
19.3 DEFINITIONS
19.3.1 Alternative tower structure
Innovative siting techniques that shall mean man-made
trees, clock towers, bell steeples, light poles, and
similar alternative-design mounting structures that
camouflage or conceal the presence of antennas or towers
.
19.3.2 Antenna
Shall mean any exterior apparatus designed for
telephonic, radio, television, personal communications
service (PCS) , pager network, or any other communications
through the sending and/or receiving of electromagnetic
waves of any bandwidth.
19.3.3 FAA
An acronym that shall mean the Federal Aviation
Administration.
19.3.4 FCC
An acronym that shall mean the Federal Communications
Commission.
19.3.5 Height
Shall mean, when referring to a tower or other structure,
the distance measured from ground level to the highest
point on the tower or other structure, even if said
highest point is an antenna.
19.3.6 Planning Board or Board
Shall mean the Town of Stratham Planning Board and the
regulator of this ordinance.
19.3.7 Preexisting towers and antennas
Shall mean any tower or antenna lawfully constructed or
permitted prior to the adoption of this ordinance. Shall
also mean any tower or antenna lawfully constructed in
accordance with this ordinance that predates an
application currently before the Board.
19.3.8 Telecommunications Facilities
Shall mean any structure, antenna, tower, or other device
which provides commercial mobile wireless services,
unlicensed wireless services, cellular phone services,
specialized mobile radio communications (SMR) , and
personal communications service (PCS) , and common carrier
wireless exchange access services.
19.3.9 Tower
Shall mean any structure that is designed and constructed
primarily for the purpose of supporting one or more
antennas, including self-supporting lattice towers, guy
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towers, or monopole towers. The term includes radio and
television transmission towers, microwave towers, common-
carrier towers, cellular telephone towers, alternative
tower structures, and the like.
19.4 SITING STANDARDS
19.4.1 General
The uses listed in this section are deemed to be permitted uses
that may require further review under this ordinance in
accordance with Section 19.7 CONDITIONAL USE PERMITS . However,
all such uses must comply with other applicable ordinances and
regulations of Stratham (including Site Plan Review) . The
following tables represent the siting standards for the listed
uses as delineated by the districts in which they are located
in Stratham.
a. Principal or Accessory Use.
Antennas and towers may be considered either principal or
accessory uses. A different existing use or an exiting
structure on the same lot shall not preclude the
installation of an antenna or tower on such lot. For
purposes of determining whether the installation of a
tower or antenna complies with district development
regulations, including but not limited to set-back
requirements, lot-coverage requirements, and other such
requirements, the dimensions of the entire lot shall
control, even though the antennas or towers may be
located on leased parcels within such lots. Towers that
are constructed, and antennas that are installed, in
accordance with the provisions of this ordinance shall
not be deemed to constitute the expansion of a






















P = Permitted Use without Conditional Use Permit
PCU = Permitted Use with Conditional Use Permit
X = Prohibited
1An antenna may be located on a tower, newly constructed, under
this Ordinance.
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2An antenna may be located on a preexisting tower, constructed
prior to the adoption of this ordinance.
3An antenna may be located on other existing structures with
certain limitations (See § 19.4.3 below) .
19.4.3 Height Requirements.
These requirements and limitations shall preempt all other
height limitations as required by the Stratham Zoning Ordinance
and shall apply only to telecommunications facilities. These
height requirements may be waived through the Conditional Use
Permit process only if the intent of the Ordinance is preserved
in accordance with § 19.8 WAIVERS (e.g. where a 200* tower

























N/A Current Height Current Height
+ 30»
19.5 APPLICABILITY
19.5.1 Amateur Radio; Receive-Only Antennas.
This ordinance shall not govern any tower, or the installation
of any antenna that is under 70 feet in height and is owned and
operated by a federally-licensed amateur radio station operator
or is used exclusively for receive only antennas. This
application adopts the provisions and limitations as referenced
in RSA 674:16, IV.
19.5.2 Essential Services & Public Utilities.
Telecommunications facilities shall not be considered
infrastructure, essential services, or public utilities, as
defined or used elsewhere in the Town's ordinances and
regulations. Siting for telecommunication facilities is a use
of land, and is addressed by this Article.
19.6 CONSTRUCTION PERFORMANCE REQUIREMENTS
19.6.1 Aesthetic and Lighting.
The guidelines in this subsection shall govern the location of
all towers, and the installation of all antennas. However, the




a. Towers shall either maintain a galvanized steel finisher,
subject to any applicable standards of the FAA, or be
painted a neutral color, so as to reduce visual
obtrusiveness
.
b. At a tower site, the design of the buildings and related
structures shall, to the extent possible, use materials,
colors, textures, screening, and landscaping that will
blend the tower facilities with the natural setting and
built environment. These buildings and facilities shall
also be subject to all other Site Plan Review Regulation
requirements.
c. If an antenna is installed on a structure other than a
tower, the antenna and supporting electrical and
mechanical equipment must be of neutral color that is
identical to, or closely compatible with, the color of
the supporting structure so as to make the antenna and
related equipment as visually unobtrusive as possible.
d. Towers shall not be artificially lighted, unless required
by the FAA or other applicable authority. If lighting is
required, the governing authority may review the
available lighting alternatives and approve the design
that would cause the least disturbance to the surrounding
views
.
e. Towers shall not contain any permanent or temporary
signs, writing, symbols, or any graphic representation of
any kind.
19.6.2 Federal Requirements.
All towers must meet or exceed current standards and
regulations of the FAA, FCC, and any other agency of the
federal government with the authority to regulate towers and
antennas. If such standards and regulations are changed, then
the owners of the towers and antennas governed by this
ordinance shall bring such towers and antennas into compliance
with such revised standards and regulations within six (6)
months of the effective date of such standards and regulations,
unless a more stringent compliance schedule is mandated by the
controlling federal agency. Failure to bring towers and
antennas into compliance with such revised standards and
regulations shall constitute grounds for the removal of the
tower or antenna, as abandoned, at the owners expense through
the execution of the posted security.
19.6.3 Building Codes-Safety Standards.
To ensure the structural integrity of towers and antennas, the
owner of a tower shall ensure that it is maintained in
compliance with standards contained in applicable local
building codes and the applicable standards for towers that are
published by the Electronic Industries Association, as amended
from time to time. If, upon inspection, the Town concludes
that a tower fails to comply with such codes and standards and
constitutes a danger to persons or property, then upon notice
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being provided to the owner of the tower, the owner shall have
30 days to bring such tower into compliance with such
standards. If the owner fails to bring such tower into
compliance within 30 days, such action shall constitute an
abandonment and grounds for the removal of the tower or
antenna, as abandoned, at the owners expense through execution
of the posted security.
19.6.4 Additional Requirements for Telecommunications Facilities
These requirements shall supersede any and all other applicable
standards found elsewhere in Town Ordinances or Regulations
that are less strict.
a. Setbacks and Separation.
i. Towers must be set back a distance equal to 125% of
the height of the tower from any off-site
residential structure.
ii. Tower, guys, and accessory facilities must satisfy
the minimum zoning district setback requirements.
iii. Towers over 90 feet in height shall not be located
within one-quarter mile of any existing tower that
is over 90 feet in height.
b. Security Fencing. Towers shall be enclosed by security
fencing not less than six feet in height and shall also
be equipped with an appropriate anti-climbing device.
c. Landscaping.
i. Towers shall be landscaped with a buffer of plant
materials that effectively screens the view of the
tower compound from adjacent residential property.
The standard buffer shall consist of a landscaped
strip at least 15 feet wide outside the perimeter
of the compound.
ii. In locations where the visual impact of the tower
would be minimal, the landscaping requirement may
be reduced or waived entirely.
iii. Existing mature tree growth and natural land forms
on the site shall be preserved to the maximum
extent possible. In some cases, such as towers
sited on large wooded lots, natural growth around
the property may be deemed a sufficient buffer.
19.7 CONDITIONAL USE PERMITS
19.7.1 General
All applications under this ordinance shall apply to the
Planning Board for Site Plan Review, in accordance with the
requirements as provided for in the Town's Site Plan Review
Regulations. In addition, applications under this ordinance
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shall also be required to submit the information provided for
in this Section.
19.7.2 Issuance of Conditional Use Permits
In granting the Conditional Use Permit, the Planning Board may
impose conditions to the extent the Board concludes such
conditions are necessary to minimize any adverse effect of the
proposed tower on adjoining properties.
a. Procedure on application.
The Planning Board shall act upon the application in
accordance with the procedural requirements of the Site
Plan Review Regulations and RSA 676:4.
b. Decisions.
Possible decisions rendered by the Planning Board,
include Approval, Approval with Conditions, or Denial.
All decisions shall be rendered in writing, and a Denial
shall be in writing and based upon substantial evidence
contained in the written record.
c. Factors Considered in Granting Decisions.
i. Height of proposed tower or other structure.
ii. Proximity of tower to residential development or
zones
.
iii. Nature of uses on adjacent and nearby properties.
iv. Surrounding topography.
v. Surrounding tree coverage and foliage.
vi . Design of the tower, with particular reference to
design characteristics that have the effect of
reducing or eliminating visual obtrusiveness.
vii. Proposed ingress and egress to the site.
viii. Availability of suitable existing towers and other
structures as discussed in § 19.7.3(c).
ix. Visual impacts on viewsheds, ridgelines, and other
impacts by means of tower location, tree and
foliage clearing and placement of incidental
structures
.
x. Availability of alternative tower structures and
alternative siting locations.
19.7.3 Information Required.
Each applicant requesting a Conditional Use Permit under this
ordinance shall submit a scaled plan in accordance with the
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Site Plan Review Regulations and further information including;
a scaled elevation view, topography, radio frequency coverage,
tower height requirements, setbacks, drives, parking, fencing,
landscaping, adjacent uses (up to 200' away), and any other
information deemed necessary by the Planning Board to assess
compliance with this ordinance. Furthermore, the applicant
shall submit the following prior to any approval by the Board:
a. The applicant shall submit written proof that the
proposed use/facility complies with the FCC regulations
on radio frequency (RF) exposure guidelines.
b. The applicant shall submit written proof that an
evaluation has taken place, as well as the results of
such evaluation, satisfying the requirements of the
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) further
referenced in applicable FCC rules. If an Environmental
Assessment (EA) or an Environmental Impact Statement
(EIS) is required under the FCC rules and NEPA,
submission of the EA or EIS to the Board prior to the
beginning of the federal 30 day comment period, and the
Town process shall become part of the application
requirements
.
c. Each applicant for an antenna and or tower shall provide
to the Planning Board an inventory of its existing towers
that are within the jurisdiction of the Town and those
within two miles of the border thereof, including
specific information about the location, height, design
of each tower, as well as economic and technological
feasibility for co-location on the inventoried towers.
The Planning Board may share such information with other
applicants applying for approvals or conditional use
permits under this ordinance or other organizations
seeking to locate antennas within the jurisdiction of the
governing authority, provided, however that the Planning
Board is not, by sharing such information, in any way
representing or warranting that such sites are available
or suitable.
If the applicant is proposing to build a new tower, the
applicant shall submit written evidence demonstrating
that no existing structure can accommodate the
applicant's proposed antenna. This evidence can consist
of:
i. Substantial Evidence that no existing towers or
structures are located within the geographic area
required to meet the applicant's engineering
requirements, provided that a description of the
geographic area required is also submitted.
ii. Substantial Evidence that existing towers are not
of sufficient height to meet the applicant's
engineering requirements, and why.
iii. Substantial Evidence that the existing towers or
structures do not have sufficient structural
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strength to support applicant's proposed antenna
and related equipment.
iv. Substantial Evidence that applicant's proposed
antenna would cause electromagnetic interference
with the antenna on the existing towers or
structures, or the antenna on the existing towers
or structures would cause interference with the
applicant's proposed antenna.
v. Substantial Evidence that the fees, costs, or
contractual provisions required by the owner in
order to share the existing tower or structure are
unreasonable. Costs exceeding new tower
development are presumed to be unreasonable.
vi. Substantial Evidence that the applicant can
demonstrate other limiting factors that render
existing towers and structures unsuitable.
19.7.4. Co-location Agreement
The applicant proposing to build a new tower, shall
submit an agreement with the Town that allows for the
maximum allowance of co-location upon the new structure.
Such statement shall become a Condition to any Approval.
This statement shall, at a minimum, require the applicant
to supply available co-location for reasonable fees and
costs to other telecommunications providers. Failure to
provide such an agreement is evidence of the applicant's
unwillingness to cooperate with the orderly and well-
planned development of the Stratham.
19.7.5 Coverage Engineering
The applicant shall submit the engineering information
detailing the size and coverage required for the facility
location. The Planning Board may have this information
reviewed by a consultant for verification of any claims
made by the applicant regarding technological limitations
and feasibility for alternative locations. Cost for this





Where the Board finds that extraordinary hardships, practical
difficulties, or unnecessary and unreasonable expense would
result from strict compliance with the foregoing regulations or
the purposes of these regulations may be served to a greater
extent by an alternative proposal, it may approve waivers to
these regulations. The purpose of granting waivers under
provisions of these regulations shall be to insure that an
applicant is not unduly burdened as opposed to merely
inconvenienced by said regulations. The Board shall not
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approve any waiver (s) unless a majority of those present and
voting shall find that all of the following apply:
a. The granting of the waiver will not be detrimental to the
public safety, health or welfare or injurious to other
property and will promote the public interest.
b. The waiver will not, in any manner, vary other provisions
of the Stratham Zoning Ordinance, Stratham Master Plan,
or Official Maps.
c. Such waiver (s) will substantially secure the objectives,
standards and requirements of these regulations.
d. A particular and identifiable hardship exists or a
specific circumstance warrants the granting of a waiver.
Factors to be considered in determining the existence of
a hardship shall include, but not be limited to:
i. Topography and other Site features
ii. Lack of availability of alternative site locations
iii. Geographic location of property
iv. Size/magnitude of project being evaluated and
availability of future co-location.
19.8.2 Conditions
In approving waivers, the Board may impose such conditions as
it deems appropriate to substantially secure the objectives of
the standards or requirements of these regulations.
19.8.3 Procedures
A petition for any such waiver shall be submitted in writing by
the applicant with the application for Board review. The
petition shall state fully the grounds for the waiver and all
of the facts relied upon by the applicant. Failure to provide
this written request shall require an automatic denial.
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19.9 BONDING AND SECURITY
Recognizing the extremely hazardous situation presented by
abandoned and unmonitored towers, the Planning Board shall
set the form and amount of security that represents the cost
for removal and disposal of abandoned towers in the event
that the tower is abandoned and the tower owner is incapable
and unwilling to remove the tower in accordance with 19.10.
19.10 REMOVAL OF ABANDONED ANTENNAS AND TOWERS
Any antenna or tower that is not operated for a continuous
period of 12 months shall be considered abandoned and
hazardous to the public health and safety, unless the owner
of said tower provides proof of quarterly inspections. The
owner shall remove the abandoned structure within 9 days of
receipt of a declaration of abandonment from the Town
notifying the owner of such abandonment. A declaration of
abandonment shall only be issued following a public hearing,
noticed per Town regulations, with notice to abutters and
the last known owner/ operator of the tower. If the
abandoned tower is not removed within 90 days the Town may
execute the security and have the tower removed. If there
are two or more users of a single tower, this provision
shall not become effective until all users cease using the
tower
.
b. To renumber subsequent sections accordingly.
The Planning Board recommends this article.
ARTICLE 8; (Map Amendment Submitted by Petition)
Are you in favor of the adoption of the petition proposed by
Herbert Fletcher and Rick and Heather Terra and twenty-five
registered voters of the Town of Stratham to amend the Town of
Stratham Zoning Ordinance which would read as follows: "Amend
Section 3.2 to Expand the General Commercial Zone to include two
residential-agricultural zoned parcels that abut the current
commercial properties. The properties are no longer appropriate
for residential-agricultural use due to the commercial
development along Portsmouth Avenue. The properties included are
Map 9 Lot 11, and Map 9 Lot 12."
The Planning Board recommends this article.
ARTICLE 9; Modify Elderly Exemptions
Shall we modify the elderly exemptions from property tax in
the Town of Stratham, based on assessed value, for qualified
taxpayers, to be as follows: for a person 65 years of age up to
75 years, $2 0,000; for a person 75 years of age up to 80 years,
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$30,000; for a person 80 years of age or older, $40,000. To
qualify, the person must have been a New Hampshire resident for
at least 5 years, own the real estate individually or jointly, or
if the real estate is owned by such person's spouse, they must
have been married for at least 5 years. In addition, the
taxpayer must have a net income of not more than $26,800.00 or,
if married, a combined net income of less than $40,800.00; and
own net assets not in excess of $50,000.00 excluding the value of
the person's residence.
The Board of Selectmen recommends this article.
******************************************************
THE FOLLOWING ARTICLES WILL BE VOTED ON FRIDAY, MARCH 14,1997 AT
7:30 P.M. AT THE STRATHAM MUNICIPAL CENTER, 10 BUNKER HILL AVE.
*****************************************************************
article 10; To raise such sums of money as may be necessary to
defray general town charges for the ensuing year and make
appropriations for the same.
The Board of Selectmen recommends this article.
ARTICLE 11; To see if the Town will vote to raise and
appropriate the sum of One Hundred Six Thousand Five Hundred
Dollars and no cents ($106,500.00) to implement the Capital
Improvements Program for 1997 as presented in the Town Report and
approved by the Planning Board. This is a special warrant
article which will be non-lapsing until the specific items are
completed or obtained but shall in no case be later than five (5)
years from this appropriation per RSA 32:7 (VI).
The Board of Selectmen recommends this article.
ARTICLE 12 ; To see if the Town will vote to establish a Heritage
Commission for the proper recognition, use and protection of
resources, tangible or intangible, primarily man-made, that are
valued for their histories, cultural, aesthetic, or community
significance within their natural, built, or cultural contexts
and to exercise such authority as authorized under RSA 674:44-b.
The Heritage Commission shall consist of Five (5) members. One
commission member shall be a member of the Board of Selectmen and
one other commission member shall be a member of the Planning
Board. The remaining commission members and alternates shall be
appointed by the Board of Selectmen as prescribed under RSA
673:4-a.
The Master Plan Review Committee submitted this article.
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article 13; To see if the Town will vote to authorize the
Selectmen to enter into a lease/purchase agreement for the
purpose of leasing three (3) new police cruisers for the Police
Department and to raise and appropriate the sum of Twenty Five
Thousand Six Hundred Four Dollars and no cents ($25,604.00) of
which Twenty Four Thousand One Hundred Four and no cents
($24,104.00) is the first year's payment for that purpose and One
Thousand Five Hundred Dollars and no cents ($1,500.00) is for
equipping these new police cruisers.
The Board of Selectmen recommends this article.
ARTICLE 14: Are you in favor of the adoption of the Petition
proposed by Michael J. Daley and 32 other voters to see if the
Town will vote to enter into a three year agreement with the Town
of Newmarket to provide dispatch services for the Town of
Stratham at the following annual payments; first year, $35,000;
second year $3 6,750; third year $3 8,587 and to raise and
appropriate the sum of $35,000 for the first year f s payment.
The Board of Selectmen does not recommend this article.
ARTICLE 15; To see if the Town will vote to authorize
indefinitely, until specific recision of such authority by an
Annual Town Meeting, the Wiggin Memorial Library Trustees to
accept gifts of personal property, other than money, which may be
offered to the library for any public purpose, provided, however,
that no acceptance of personal property by the library trustees
shall be deemed to bind the Town or the Library Trustees to
raise, appropriate or expend any public funds for the operation,
maintenance, repair, or replacement of such personal property in
accordance with the provisions of RSA 202-A:4-d.
The Board of Selectmen recommends this article.
ARTICLE 16: To see if the Town will vote to raise and
appropriate the sum of Nineteen Thousand dollars and no cents
($19,000.00) for the purpose of correcting and improving drainage
and the related drainage structures along Crestview Terrace,
Robin Glen Road, Shirley Lane, and/or Portsmouth Avenue
conditioned on obtaining the appropriate easements from abutting
private property owners. This is a special warrant article which
will be non-lapsing until this purpose is accomplished but shall
in no case be later than five (5) years from this appropriation
per RSA 32:7 (VI)
The Board of Selectmen recommends this article.
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article 17; Are you in favor of the adoption of the Petition
proposed by John J. Kaminski Jr. MD and 3 3 other voters to see if
the Town will raise and appropriate the sum of twelve hundred
($1,200.00) dollars in the Town's 1997 budget for the benefit of
supporting and helping to defray the operating costs and expenses
of the New Outlook Program.
The Board of Selectmen does not recommend this article.
ARTICLE 18 ; To see if the Town will authorize the establishment
of an Economic Development Committee of five members to be
appointed by the Board of Selectmen. The objectives of this
committee shall be to secure the most desirable and compatible
industrial and commercial growth, to recommend appropriate zoning
changes when needed, and to recommend any changes needed to
maintain a favorable regulatory climate.
The Master Plan Review Committee submitted this article.
The Board of Selectmen recommends this article.
ARTICLE 19; To see if the Town will vote to allow a one percent
(1%) discount on such property taxes as are paid in full within
fifteen (15) days from the day the tax warrant is committed to
the Tax Collector, the date to be printed on the tax bill.
The Board of Selectmen recommends this article.
ARTICLE 20; To transact any other business that may legally come
before this meeting.
Given under our hands and seal, this twenty fourth day of
February in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety
seven
.
Selectmen of Stratham, NH
_S^C^: cT\^ .j£L
Stephen J. C. Woods















PLANNING AND ZONING $74,169







HIGHWAYS & STREETS $369,090
STREET LIGHTING $5,900









INTEREST ON TAN'S $65,000
TOTAL APPROPRIATIONS $2,078,987
BOARD OF SELECTMEN BUDGET COMMITTEE
MARTIN WOOL KATHRYN BICKFORD
JOHN SAPIENZA VICTOR COLLININO







































































































BUDGET OF THE TOWN OF STRATHAM
1996 1996 1997
EXPENSES: APPROPRIATION ACTUAL PROPOSED
Executive $151,042 $149,075 $150,334
Election & Registration 3,220 4,367 1,765
Financial Administration 52,800 47,520 47,841
Legal Expenses 80,000 84,778 50,000
Employee Benefits 64,810 58,883 72,285
Planning and Zoning 54,018 59,108 74,169
General Govt. Bldgs. 68,770 62,613 71,161
Cemeteries 23,330 12,345 16,930
Insurances 163,058 151,998 167,863
Unemployment Comp. 1,000 2,672 1,200
Police 386,709 393,754 422,619
Fire 71,811 70,132 67,620
Emergency Management 1,200 44 1,200
Highways and Streets 403,952 370,504 369,090
Street lighting 5,900 4,592 5,900
Solid Waste Mgmt. 268,809 238,943 262,073
Pest control 25,475 25,475 26,432
Health Agencies 25,655 25,455 21,412
Animal Control 3,000 992 3,000
Direct Assistance 6,000 4,270 6,000
Intergovt. Welfare Payments 100
Parks 27,010 25,394 30,419
Library 101,445 101,445 120,524
Patriotic Purposes 750 518 750
Recreation Commission 27,000 25,644 23,400
Interest on TAN's 70,000 57,765 65,000
Total Appropriations $2,086,864 $1,978,286 $2,078,987
Source of Revenue:
Land Use Change Tax $20,000 $23,173 $20,000
Interest & Penalties on Taxes 90,000 59,416 60,000
Yield tax 600 44 100
Motor Vehicle Permits 600,000 730,713 700,000
Business Lie. & Permits 15,000 23,507 18,000
Dog licenses 4,500 5,384 5,000
Shared Revenue 140,877 148,342 148,342
Highway Block Grant 76,170 76,388 84,375
Reimbursements 3,000 3,425 4,200
Income From Departments 69,400 115,497 112,730
Rent ofTown Buildings 20,000 24,999 20,000
Sale ofTown Property 14,500 17,965 177,500
Interest on Investments 60,000 68,167 60,000
Cable TV Franchise Fee 20,000 31,596 20,000
Trust and Agency Funds 5,600 6,933 5,600
Total Revenues $1,139,647 $1,335,549 $1,435,847
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1996 TOWN CLERK REPORT
AUTOMOBILE REGISTRATIONS $731,047.00
TITLE FEES 2,652.00





FILING FEES (CANDIDATES) 14.00
DREDGE & FILL PERMITS 70.00
OTHER LICENSES 160.20
TOTAL COLLECTED $ 759,641.68






FISCAL YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 3 1 . 1996
TOWN OF STRATHAM

















Delinquent Taxes 1,861.19 19,940.91
TOTAL DEBITS $ 8,889,244.00
-CR-
$ 853,233.78














Property Taxes 844.20 1,103.99
Uncollected Taxes End of
Fiscal Year:
Property Taxes 852,574.40 317,248.40
TOTAL CREDITS: $ 8,889,244.00 $ 853,233.78
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SUMMARY OF TAX LIEN ACCOUNTS
FISCAL YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 3 1, 1996
TOWN OF STRATHAM











































1 996 TREASURER'S REPORT
RECEIVED FROM TAX COLLECTOR
1 996 Property Tax
1 996 Property Tax Interest
1995 Property Tax
1 995 Property Tax Interest





Income from Current Use Land Change












RECEIVED FROM TOWN CLERK
Motor Vehicle Permits
Dog Licence and Fines
Filing and Other Fees





RECEIVED FROM INTERGOVERNMENTAL SOURCES
NH Revenue Sharing Block Grant
NH Highway Block Grant
FEMA Rain Fund
Rail Road Tax






RECEIVED FROM OTHER SOURCES
Interest on Investments







Board of Adjustment Fees
Rent of Town Property
Sale of Town Property
Sale of Cemetery Lots
Reimbursement for Grave Excavations
Reimbursement for Test Pits
Reimbursement from Trustees of Trust Funds


















1 996 TREASURER'S REPORT
Reimbursement from Stratham Hill Park Assoc. $5,000.00
Insurance and Other Refunds $49,1 56.55
Recycling Program Income $341 .67
Donations to Stratham Hill Park $960.00
Public Telephones Income $755.85
Cable TV Franchise $31 ,595.57
Bad Check Fines $284.00
TOTAL FROM OTHER SOURCES $322,423.38
TOTAL RECEIPTS FOR 1 996 $1 0,448,206.78
CASH ON HAND JAN. 1, 1996 $518,459.66
TOTAL RECEIPTS FOR 1 996 $1 0,448,206.78
PROPERTY DEEDED TO TOWN $2,000.77
TAX ANTICIPATION NOTES $3,200,000.00
TRANSFER FROM SAVINGS $2,405,335.66
TOTAL ASSETS AND RECEIPTS $1 6,574,002.87
TOTAL ASSETS AND RECEIPTS $1 6,574,002.87
PAID ON SELECTMEN'S ORDERS ($13,818,175.77)
BALANCE ON HAND DEC. 31, 1996 $2,755,827.10
OTHER ASSETS IN HANDS OF TREASURER
Payroll Account $9,848.67
N.H. Public Deposit Investment Pool $346,740.1
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TOTAL OTHER ASSETS $356,588.86
OUTSTANDING BONDS AND SHORT TERM NOTES





SUMMARY OF INVENTORY OF VALUATION
TOWN OF STRATHAM IN ROCKINGHAM COUNTY
CERTIFICATE
This is to certify that the information contained in this report was taken from
official records and is correct to the best of our knowledge and belief.
Martin Wool, John Sapienza, Stephen J. C. Woods, Selectmen
1. Valuation of land only:
A. Current Use (at c.u.value) 3210.5 acres
B. Conservation Restriction
C. Residential 4147.2 acres
D. Commercial/Industrial 569.2 acres
E. Total of taxable land 7926.9 acres
F. Tax Exempt & Non Taxable




D. Total Taxable Buildings




4. Valuation before exemptions:
5. Blind Exemption (2)
6. Elderly Exemption (27)
7. Total Dollar Amount ofExemptions



















Paraplegic, double amputees owning specially adapted
homesteads with VA assistance (1) Exempt
Totally and permanently disabled veterans, their spouses
or widows, and the widows of veterans who died or were
killed on active duty. ($1400) (3)
Other war service credits ($100) (323)
4,200
32,300
Total Number and Amount: (327) 36,500
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STATEMENT OF APPROPRIATIONS
Taxes Assessed for the Tax Year 1996
This is to certify that the information contained in this report was taken from
official records and is correct to the best of our knowledge and belief.








Planning and Zoning 54,018.00












Solid Waste Disposal 268,809.00
HEALTH
Pest Control 25,475.00












Interest on TANs 70,000.00
CAPITAL OUTLAY
Capital Improvement (Ball Field) 20,000.00
Capital Improvement (Public works) 62,000.00
Capital Improvement (Fire House Improvements) 33,000.00
Article 17 - Voting Tabulator 7,000.00




Land Use Change Taxes $ 20,000.00
Yield taxes 600.00
Interest & Penalties on Delinquent Taxes 90,000.00
LICENSES, PERMITS AND FEES
Business Licenses and Permits 15,000.00





Highway Block Grant 76,170.00
Reimbursement 3,000.00
Railroad Tax 218.00
Used Oil Collection Program 1,500.00
CHARGES FOR SERVICE
Income from Departments 69,400.00
Cable TV Franchise fee 31,500.00
MISCELLANEOUS REVENUES
Sale ofMunicipal Property 14,500.00
Interest on Investments 60,000.00
Rent ofTown Buildings 20,000.00
INTERFUND OPERATING TRANSFERS
CFNH Insurance Refund 38,600.00
Park Association Donation 5,000.00
Trust and Agency Funds 5,600.00
GENERAL FUND BALANCE:
Unreserved Fund Balance $234,431.00
Fund Balance Voted From Surplus 0.00
Fund Balance to be Retained 80,000.00
TOTAL REVENUES AND CREDITS 1,414,203.00
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DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE ADMINISTRATION
MUNICIPAL SERVICES DIVISION



















Approved Town Tax Effort
Municipal Tax Rate
Due to Local School










Approved County Tax Effort
County Tax Rate
Combined Tax Rate
Total Property Taxes Assessed
COMMITMENT ANALYSIS
Total Property Taxes Assessed
Less: War Service Credits
Total Property Tax Commitment
PROOF OF RATE




































































Dispatch Services 8,83 1 .00
Community Service Program 50.00
Special Detail 26,496.21
Cruiser Lease 16,128.71
Police Payroll-Specials 48,801 .72
Repairs - Equipment 1,145.27
Office Supplies - Legal 1,255. 12
Police Payroll - Secretary 1 9,9 1 5 . 50






Solid Waste Processing 75,042. 12
Materials and Supplies 1,780.26
Trucking 129,026.89
Removal of Scrap 962.88
Equipment Rented 422 . 1
Hazardous Waste Collection 974.43
Recycling 4,249.27
Landfill Closure Annual 5,429.64
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YEARLY EARNINGS FOR TOWN EMPLOYEES 1996
Michael J. Daley $36,171.12 Rachel V. Sherman $ 17,782.26
Carlton Spaulding 42,562.56 David L. Gilbert 2,348.40
Richard A. Gendron 38,820.71 Peter G. Bakie 37,196.45
Michael A. Gobbi 36,555.17 David D. Pierce 44,961.23
Richard Wood 42,078.96 Karen Springer 22,665.44
Reid A. Nicolosi 706.74 Bradley C. Hutchings 1,307.20
Steven Wheeler 3,433.72 Phyllis L. Danko 13,942.46
Donald Andolina 1,464.16 Joyce A. Rowe 44,687.25
Shirley S. Daley 29,053.34 Brenda M. Mason 18,850.40
Kenneth F. Lanzillo 3,000.00 John Sapienza 3,000.00
Gerald Batchelder 1,722.50 Paul R. Deschaine 44,063.96
Terry Barnes 13,571.85 Terry Barnes 6,472.96
Stephen J. C. Woods 3,000.00 William Jeralds 140.00
William Jeralds 20,236.85 Donald R. Dubbs 32,016.92
David C. Noyes 987.00 Fred A. Hutton Jr. 43,251.74
Cameron Sewall 40,700.94 Russell Stevens 38,734.32
Maurice J. Rochette 1,325.51 Robert M. Batchelder 1,943.79
Richard P. Law 2,081.08 Martin Wool 3,293.90
Michael Sullivan 26,992.39 Marissa A. Dziama 3,117.00
J. May Stoney 3,638.23 Ilene Deane 624.00
Marcia MacCallum 9,171.63 Barbara Battis 140.00
Martin Wool 3,000.00 Eileen Blanchard 3,150.00
Susan Hunter 140.00 Patricia A. Sapienza 220.50
Kevin Walsh 7,554.44 C. Robert Parry 100.00
Oliver A. Nass 100.00 Roy E. Sherman 120.24
John K. Wagner 140.00 Lynn M. Upton 400.00
Anita W. French 1,200.00 Tammy A. Jeralds 800.00
Joanna T. MacBride 400.00 Anna J. Iodice 300.00
Jeremy J. Hankin 70.00 William A. MacDonald 140.00
Kelly M.Karl 400.00 Scott W. MacDonald 240.00
Carolynn Ann Kimball 400.00 Timothy J. Connifey 170.00
Melissa A. Fralick 1,152.00 Ronald Curcio 8,133.64
Ronald S. Randall 130.00 Eric H. Morse 310.00




Revenues and expenditures for the period January 1, 1996 to December 31, 1996
A. Revenue - Modified Accrual
1 .Revenue from Taxes
a. Property Taxes $8,901,781.73
b. Exhibit - taxes paid to school district 7,524,081.00
c. Land use change taxes 23,080.00
d. Yield taxes 43.76
e. Other taxes 218.16
f. Interest and penalties on delinquent taxes 61,177.95
g. TOTAL $8,986,301.60
2. Revenues from licenses, permits, and fees
a. Business licenses and permits $ 23,23 1 . 1
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b. Motor vehicle permit fees 73 1,047.00
c. Building permits 43,074.16
d. Other licenses, permits, and fees 5,383.50
e. TOTAL $ 802.735.84
3. Revenues from State ofNew Hampshire
a. Shared revenue block grant $ 148,341.56
b. Highway block grant 76,170.17
c. Flood damage reimbursement 1 5,53 1 .00
d. TOTAL $ 240,042.73
4. Revenue from charges for services
a. Income from departments $ 116,826.05
b. Garbage - refuse charges 31,595.57
c. TOTAL $ 148,421.62
5. Revenue from miscellaneous sources
a. Sale of municipal property $ 18,004.10
b. Interest on investments 67,651.25
c. Rents of property 24,999.45
d. Fines and forfeits 284.00
e. Insurance dividends and reimbursements 49,156.55
f. Contributions and donations 960.00
g. Other miscellaneous sources 755.85
h. TOTAL $ 161,811.20
6. Interfund operating transfers in
a. Transfer from capital res.(park assoc) $ 5,000.00
b. Transfers from trust and agency funds 6,332.84
c. TOTAL $ 11,332.84
7. Other financial sources
a. Proceeds from long-term notes(Tans) $ 3,200,000.00
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b. TOTAL $ 3,200,000.00
8. TOTAL REVENUES FROM ALL SOURCES $13,550,645.83
9. TOTAL FUND EQUITY (beginning of year) $ 161,922.00
10.GRAND TOTAL $13,712,567.83
. EXPENDITURES - Modified Accrual
1. General government
a. Executive $ 149,074.95
b. Elections, registration,vital statistics 4,367.04
c. Financial administration 47,519.91
d. Legal expense 84,778.13
e. Unemployment Compensation 2,671.99
f. Planning and zoning 59,108.39
g. General government building 62,612.69
h. Cemeteries 12,345.15
i. Insurance not otherwise allocated 151,997.92
j. FICA and retirement 58,883.42
k. TOTAL $ 633,359.59
2. Public Safety
a. Police $ 393,754.05
b. Fire 70,131.76
c. Emergency management 44.34
d. TOTAL $ 463,930.15
3. Highways and streets
a. Highway and streets $ 370,504.02
b. Street lighting 4,591.75
c. TOTAL $ 375,095.77
4. Sanitation
a. Solid waste collection and disposal $ 238,942.80
b. TOTAL $ 238,942.80
5. Health
a. Pest control $ 25,475.00
b. Health agencies and hospitals 25,655.00
c. Animal Control 992.40
d. TOTAL $ 52,122.40
6. Welfare
a. Direct assistance $ 4,269.50
b. Refunds 32,215.34
c. TOTAL $ 36,484.84
7. Culture and recreation
a. Parks and recreation $ 25,393.85
b. Library 101,445.00
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c. Patriotic purposes 517.97
d. Other culture and recreation 25,643.73
e. TOTAL $ 153,000.55
8. Conservation
a. 1995 CIP $ 34,106.81
b. 1996 CEP 104,544.99
c. TOTAL $ 138,651.80
9. Revaluation and housing
a. Revaluation contract $ 6,179.27
b. TOTAL $ 6,179.27
10. Debt service
a. Interest on tax anticipation notes $ 57,764.50
b. TANS 3,200,000.00
c. TOTAL $ 3,257,764.50
1 1 . Capital outlay
a. Voting Tabulator $ 6,250.00
b. TOTAL $ 6,250.00
12. Interfiind operating transfers out
a. Refunds $ 34,225.50
b. TOTAL $ 34,225.50
13. Payments to other governments
a. Taxes assessed for county $ 555,065.00
b. Tax liens 339,866.60
c. Taxes assessed for Schools 7,524,081.00
d. Dog licenses & vital certificates 3,156.00
e. TOTAL $ 8,422.168.60
14. TOTAL EXPENDITURES $13,818,175.79
15. TOTAL FUND EQUITY (end of year) $ 34,444.47
16. GRAND TOTAL $13,852,620.26
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GENERAL FUND BALANCE SHEET
A. ASSETS
1. Current assets Beg. ofyear End of year
a. Cash & equivalents $ 537,910.92 $ 2,753,826.33
b. Investments $ 2,700,000.00 356,588.86
c. Taxes receivable 833,292.87 852,574.40
d. Tax liens receivable 182,174.63 250,347.23
e. TOTAL ASSETS $ 4,253,378.42 $ 4,213,366.82




a. Contracts payable $ 49,860.00
b. Due to school district 4,024,081.00 $ 3,918,131.00
2. Fund Equity
a. Reserve for encumbrances 179,437.42
b. Reserve for continuing appro. 34,444.47
c. Reserve for appro, voted surp. 260,761.35
4. TOTAL LIABILITIES & FUND $ 4,253,378.42 $ 4,213,366.82
A. RECONCILIATION OF SCHOOL DISTRICT LIABILITY
1 School district liability beginning yr. $ 4,024,08 1 .00
2. Add School dist. assessment current yr. 7,418,13 1.00
3. TOTAL LIAB. WITHIN CURRENT YR. 11,442,212.00
4. Subtract payments made to school 7,524,081.00
5. School Dist. liability end of year $ 3,918,131.00
B. RECONCILIATION OF TAX ANTICIPATION NOTES
1. Short term (TANS) beginning yr. $ -0-
2. Add: New issues during yr. 3,200,000.00
3. Subtract: Issues retired during yr. 3,200,000.00
4. Short term (TANS) outstanding end of yr. -0-
C. ALLOWANCE FOR ABATEMENTS WORKSHEET
CURRENT YR. PRIOR YR.
1. Overlay/allowance abatements $ 126,810.00 $ 46,873.64
2. Subtract abatements made 844.20
3. Subtract: discounts 52,678.73
60
4. Subtract: refunds 32,215.34 42,601.45
5. Estimated allowance for abatements
end ofyear 41,071.73
6. Excess of estimate 41,071.73 4,272.19
D. TAXES/LIENS RECEIVABLE WORKSHEET
1. Uncollected, end ofyear $ 826,574.00 $ 245,347.23
2. Subtract overlay carried forward
as allowance for abatements 4 1 ,07 1 . 1
3



























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































The Cemetery Committee is pleased to report on the following actions taken this past
year:
-Evergreens and flowers were planted around the entrance monuments to Maple
Lane Cemetery. Also, a mulch border was placed around all of the maple trees.
-Cemeteries were sprayed to kill poison ivy.
-Brush was cleared around the Old Cemetery.
Our plans for 1997 are as follows:
-Plant flowers around the entrance monuments and climbing vines along several
sections of chain link fence at Maple Lane Cemetery.
-Initiate selective timber cutting on the property donated by Bill Krooss as a first
measure for future expansion ofMaple Lane Cemetery.
-Fix or remove sections of broken fence on boundary between Greenwood
Cemetery and Bickford Property.
-Replace washed-out loam and apply grass seeds or mulch under trees at the front
ofGreenwood Cemetery.
-Fill-in, grade and seed void under former well house at Greenwood Cemetery.
-Pressure wash 100 grave stones as first year increment for cleaning all of the old
grave stones in all cemeteries.
-Lime and fertilize grass in all cemeteries.
We again thank the Stratham Historical Society and in particular, Margaret Tate, for their
invaluable assistance in maintaining cemetery records. Also, thanks to the Stratham




Kenneth Lanzillo, Cemetery Committee
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POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT
As 1996 comes to an end, we would like to again extend our sincere thanks to the
residents of the town for their support. Without the support the community has shown
our department, our efforts in law enforcement would not have been as successful as
they have been. I am not just referring to your financial support. The willingness of the
area residents to get involved in what is happening around them. The phone call when
something looks suspicious. Giving a statement as to what happened during an
incident that they witnessed. Their willingness to testify in court if necessary. It's acts
like those, that type of support, that greatly adds to the success of our department,
your department.
If you have visited the department lately, I hope you got a change to see all the
renovations that have been completed. A fitness room, locker room including
bathroom and shower, process area including needed equipment, and additional
evidence storage have been added. All the renovations and the purchase of the
needed equipment was accomplished through very generous donations from a local
resident. If you have not had the chance to visit, please stop by, we would like for you
to see our facility.
As always the goal of the Officers and staff of the Stratham Police Department to try
and provide a safe and secure environment to reside and raise a family.
1996 ACTIVITY REPORT SUMMARY
Burglary 8 Disorderly / Harassment 47
Thefts 98 Criminal Trespass 6
Motor Vehicle Thefts 5 Hindering Apprehension 1
Criminal Threats 8 Fugitive From Justice 3
Reckless Conduct 2 Resisting Arrest 6
Assaults 24 False Reporting 4
Forgery / Fraud 5 Missing Persons / Runaways 9
Bad Checks 52 Motor Vehicle Accidents 244
Receiving Stolen Property 3 Motor Vehicle Summons 696
Criminal Mischief 65 Motor Vehicle Warnings 1147
Weapons Violations 1 Animal Complaints 168
Sex Crimes 3 Town Ordinance Violations 13
Drug Violations 18 Police Information 75
D.W.I Arrests 35 Warrant Arrests 101
Alcohol Violations 8 Protective Custody 76
Child Endangerment 31 Domestic Incidents 64
Suspicious Activity 35 Untimely Deaths 7
Lost/Recovered Property 61 Hazardous Conditions 19
Citizen Assists 618 Unsecured Premises 31
Assist to Rescue 73 Alarm Activation's 293
Assist to Town Depts. 42 Assist to Fire Depts. 73
Assist to Other Depts. 211 Motor Vehicle Lockouts 189
Miscellaneous Calls 775 Motor Vehicles Towed 129
Total calls for service 5520
Respectfully submitted,
Chief Michael J. Daley
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OFFICE OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
1996 was a particularly eventful year for Stratham's Office ofEmergency
Management. Some of the more notable events included participation in advanced
training, preparatory drills, and a graded exercise conducted by Federal FEMA and NCR
regulators.
Operating under highly structured guidelines, Stratham's Emergency Operations
Center Staffwas evaluated on its ability to mobilize, activate the Emergency Operations
Center and operate under a theoretical "event" scenario, simulating various catastrophic
events, ranging from vehicular accidents to fires and a simulated radiological event.
These periodic exercises ensure the maintenance of a high level of readiness, of
Stratham's Emergency Management Team, including its Fire, Rescue and Law
Enforcement capabilities, to react quickly and efficiently, to a broad range of potential
events which could threaten life and property in the Town of Stratham. We are pleased to
report that the Town of Stratham, once again, is represented in the top 1% ofmore than
50 participating municipalities in New Hampshire and Massachusetts in our performance
rating.
Additional enhancements to Stratham's Emergency Management capability are
represented by the acquisition of "CAMEO" software, developed by the U.S. Coast Guard
and FEMA (Federal Emergency Management Agency). In addition, an electronic weather
monitoring station has also been acquired and both systems will be installed within the





Stratham Volunteer Fire Department
The Stratham Volunteer Fire Department unfortunately lost one of its most dedicated members this year.
Peter Morgera suffered fatal injuries while serving in the USAF on assignment in Dahran, Saudi Arabia.
Peter was an exemplary person. He is truly missed.
The Stratham Volunteer Fire Department ("SVFD") is made up of men and women who donate their time
and effort to provide fire protection and emergency medical aid for the town. In the past year the SVFD
continued to participate in National Fire Prevention Week by visiting our public and private schools. With
the assistance of Sparky, the fire dog, audio visual aides as well as demonstrations, we continued to
educate our children. We also met with appropriate personnel at local businesses to assist in the
development of fire and safety procedures.
Through the Capital Improvement Program, we were able to exceed our goals. We installed a new
heating system, windows and a well pump, as well as, updated the interior lighting. We were also able to
paint the interior of the main apparatus bays and meeting room. In 1997, we look forward to continued
improvements to the station. We plan on updating run cards and strategic response plans. To further
insure fire fighter safety, we plan to continue purchasing improved fire gear and equipment.
Various members of the SVFD have successfully completed State Certified training and National
Recertification. I would like to extend my sincere thanks to the members of the SVFD, their families, the




























































CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER REPORT
The Office ofBuilding and Code Enforcement has been very busy this past year.
Both residential and commercial building activity have been increasing. Some of the major
commercial construction activities started in 1996 were as follows:
A new Toyota Garage has been completed.
A newBMW Garage has started construction.
A new Post Office Building is under construction.
The Cornerstone School has completed their new classrooms and
gymnasium/auditorium addition.
Brueggers Bagels at Market Basket Plaza has been completed.
Auto Palace has started their renovations to occupy space at Kings Highway Plaza.
Super Shaws has submitted internal renovation plans.
Other projects are being contemplated and are in early stages of planning.
The new Exeter Area Cooperative School District will be constructing a new
middle school on Guinea Road in Stratham. This building as currently designed has the
capacity for 1250 students and will consist oftwo floors with an open court yard in the
center, a total of 176,100 square feet in size. I would encourage anyone with an interest
to attend the various public meetings on this subject.
BUILDING INSPECTORS ACTIVITY REPORT
Single family dwellings 37
Multi Family dwellings
Garages, sheds, barns 18
Addition/Remodeling 85









The Stratham Planning Board normally meets twice each month. The first
Wednesday of the month is for work sessions. These sessions are more informal meetings
where the Board reviews preliminary applications to address various Board-generated
concerns in their formal applications. The Third Wednesday of each month is scheduled
for Public Hearings where formal actions take place. Special sessions are held when
considered necessary and are publicized. Interested citizens are welcomed and
encouraged to attend any of these meetings. Your input is always helpful and appreciated.
Ifyou have been driving around Stratham, particularly along Portsmouth Avenue,
it has been apparent that the Planning Board has had a significant amount of activity
during this past year. Some of the more significant activities were: a new approval for the
Dreher-Holloway; conditional approval for the Hampton Water Works Company; various
one lot subdivisions throughout town; approval for the Hurlbert Toyota dealership;
approval for the new Post Office at the traffic circle; and many other planning related
issues. The Board has also made minor revisions to the site plan and subdivision
regulations. The Master Plan Review Committee continues to work on major revisions to
the Master Plan. Stratham participated in several design and planning sessions which were
sponsored by the Town, with assistance from the Coastal Program and the Office of State
Planning. This program enjoyed the generous participation ofmany of Stratham's citizens
and area professionals, The findings and conclusions of there sessions have provided the
Master Plan Committee with much guidance and input.
The Planning Board expects to have a busy 1997. The Board will continue its
participation in the "Circuit Rider" services offered by the Rockingham Planning
Commission. This year the Board has requested grant monies to supplement this contract
in order to increase our assistance and to specifically address the potential amendment and
updating of the comprehensive natural resource related ordinances found in the Town of
Stratham. The Circuit Rider, who provides the Board with planning assistance, has office
hours at the Town Office in the morning on the first and third Tuesdays of each month.
My thanks to everyone associated with the Board for their continued hard work
and support throughout the year. As Chairman, I must take the time to express my
deepest regards and respect for Joseph Derwiecki and his years of dedicated service to this
Board as Chairman. Although this year Joe stepped down, he remains on the Board, and







The acquisition of the remainder of the Atlantic White Cedar Swamp and adjacent land
was finalized. The Conservation Commission(CC) is most appreciative of the
assistance of the owner, Mr. Kent Lawrence, for making the addition to the Towns
conservation land possible. In recognition, the parcel will be known as, "The Kent
Lawrence Conservation Land".
In an effort to be come better acquainted with conservation easements and how they
can be established, the CC has purchased four books on the subject. These will be
available on a loan basis through the Commission.
The acquisition of the Mill Pond, in the traffic circle, as a water source for fire protection
is still under consideration.
The CC responded to several wetland impact requests. As these were all of minor
impact the Commissions response was positive to all requests.
Members of the CC attended several conferences and workshops on Land
Conservation, Conservation Easements, and Open Space. The CC was represented
at the annual meeting of NH Conservation Commissions.
The CC applied for and was granted admission in a UNH Natural Resources Inventory
Program. The study was conducted on the Helen Gallant property by six UNH students
under the direction of Dr. Paul Johnson. The Natural Resource Inventory consists of
wildlife, wetlands and soils inventories evaluations. The results of the study has been
well documented and has been filed with other Conservation Commission material.
The CC is currently working on the design of sign suitable for placing at the entrances
to the Town Forest.
Stratham Conservation Commission
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STRATHAM HILL PARK ASSOCIATION
This year we saw the construction of dugouts and a concession stand at the new
baseball /soccer field. Also the fence and back stop will be replaced at the old little league
field with a donation from the Park Association.
The Food concessions stand next to the little league field was torn down this
summer. The Stratham Fair Association , with many volunteers, constructed a new and
large one in its place.
As an Eagle Scout project, Matt Bacon rebuilt the stairs at the horse pulling
viewing area. The old stairs were washed out and in disrepair. Matt did a great job and
he has our thanks.
An emergency repair was done at the pavilion septic system after the fair. The
Park Association paid for the replacement.
In closing, I would like to thank everyone who has helped out in the park. Feel
free to come to our meetings. We meet on the fourth Monday of the odd month, at 8:30
pm in the Selectmen's meeting room.
Respectfully submitted,
Gordon L. Barker
Stratham Hill Park Association
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RECREATION COMMISSION REPORT
Stratham Recreation provides the residents of Stratham the opportunity to
participate in varied activities including, but not limited to, team sports and individual
athletics (aerobics, skiing,dances,senior citizens trips, roller-skating, etc.). Stratham
Recreation is dedicated to promoting fellowship, spirit and good will in our community by
providing programs which are scheduled year round and are focused on a wide range of
age groups.
The Stratham Recreation Commission is comprised of Stratham citizens who
volunteer their time to organize and execute the frame work of the town sports programs.
We meet on the first Monday of each month at the Municipal Center. There programs,
and much more, are made possible through the dedication and hard work of many
volunteers and parents. Our thanks cannot adequately convey the Commission's deep
appreciation of the commitment made by these individuals. Last year we completed our
new baseball/soccer field at Stratham Hill Park. A special thanks goes to all the volunteers
who worked endless hours to make this field possible. The following indicates the support
and participation in our programs:
SOCCER: 550 Boys and girls ages 6-14. We offer both coed and girls recreation
programs with a traveling team program which plays on a state-wide competitive basis.
Congratulations to the boys under 12 team (Stratham Strikers), Division #2 State
Champions 1996.
BASKETBALL: 250 boys and girls ages 7-12. We offer coed and girls recreational
teams, plus traveling teams at 5th and 6th grade level.
BASEBALL: 350 children ages 6-15. Programs vary from t-ball, baseball to BABE
RUTH. All-Star baseball for 5th & 6th graders who try out, play in tournaments state
wide.
SOFTBALL: 300 girls ages 10-14. Spring is an instructional league where every girl
participates. Summer has competitive leagues who have try-outs and play in tournaments
state wide.
SUMMER PROGRAM: Summer Rec. Theme Camps for children who are entering 1st
grade to entering 4th. It is held at Stratham Hill Park. Two week sessions, one in July
and August.
ADULT: Men's basketball on Sunday and Thursday nights at the SMS gym. Coed
volleyball is on Wednesday nights, also at the gym. We have on-going aerobics and





This year, unlike last, we seem to be in a light snow pattern. We still have a long
time to go but the winter has been easy on us so far! Pray for it to last!
In addition to the town road maintenance, the highway department is in charge of
maintaining the town cemeteries, landfill, and parking lots.
Last year, besides our regular patching and drainage work, we also reconstructed
Jason and Jana Lanes to get the bumps out. We had around 5 miles of road paved and
added a new road. (3000 ft.- Strawberry Lane). At the Park, we disassembled the old
ballfield and put in a new parking lot for the new ballfield.
One day a week our large wood chipper keeps us busy at the landfill chipping
brush. At other times, we use it roadside around town.
In the past 25 years Stratham has grown from 1500 people to almost 6000. We
have grown from 8 miles of road to over 50. However, we have kept steady at 4 full time
people and have done well keeping up with things.
Please continue to call the town office before erecting fences or putting up
anything near to the Town's right of way.
Thanks for bearing with us last winter when it seems we were always working due
to snow. We were either battling breakdowns, doing repairs or strictly doing our jobs in
30 hour shifts! Sometimes we were kind of irritable.
Respectfully submitted






In 1996, we experienced many changes to the Lamprey Regional Cooperative.
The Lamprey Regional Cooperative completed the interior demolition of the building in
Durham. The building has been cleaned and certified by the Department ofEnvironmental
Services. The Landfill in Somersworth was completely capped on November 15, 1996.
We are now awaiting certification from the State.
One significant issue that is still remaining concerns the disposition ofthe old
incinerator building at UNH. This could have a financial impact on our member
communities.
We have made some progress toward our goal of a Regional Transfer and
Recycling Facility for the communities that have decided to remain in the Lamprey
Regional Cooperative into the future. We experienced a delay in our project due to the
demise of our administrator, Patrick Genest. However, we seem to be back on track as
the year ended.
At this time, I would like to thank all of the communities for their cooperation with






STRATHAM MOSQUITO CONTROL COMMISSION
Each spring, the season begins in the same way - melting snow and ice, raising
temperatures, tiny mosquito larvae wriggling in stagnant pools of water and adult black
flies buzzing in your ears, eyes and mouth. By July, the black flies have been replaced by
mosquitoes, greenhead flies and no-see-ums. In 1996 however the season ended with
some startling news from neighboring New England states. An alarming number of
mosquitoes were found carrying eastern equine encephalitis (EEE for short). The disease
was found in the usual bird-biting species, but this time EEE was found in human-biting
species abundant in our area. Suddenly, mosquitoes were more than a nuisance, they'd
become a public health issue.
In New Hampshire, we all know when mosquitoes are a nuisance, but we may not
know when they're a public health threat. Mosquitoes are not tested for EEE as in other
states. There is no financial or intellectual support from the University, the County or the
State government to operate an EEE surveillance program. We are on our own here.
This local mosquito control program tries to control both nuisance mosquitoes and
(potential) disease carrying mosquitoes. Frequently, it's the same mosquito we're
targeting. One very bothersome mosquito in this area is the summer salt marsh mosquito,
Aedes Sollicitans. Larvae hatch after flood tides and heavy rains resulting in 5 or more
generations a season. Control of this species is a constant battle even during a dry year.
We use a Bacillus bacteria known as BTI to combat the larvae. BTI is applied on foot
using backpack sprayers. Mosquitoes develop rapidly during the summer months, going
from egg to winged adult in less than seven days. This time frame leaves 4-5 days to spray
larvae in the marshes, leaving no room for mistakes or delays. Once the winged adult
mosquitoes have hatched, the truck mounted sprayer is utilized dispersing synthetic
pyrethroids know as Resmethrin and Permethrin to control adult mosquitoes.
Residents who do NOT want their property sprayed for mosquitoes, larvae or
adults, should contact the mosquito control department every spring. Call 778-3906 or
write PO Box 46, Stratham, NH 03885. Please include your name, address, daytime
phone number, size of property (especially road frontage), and description ofthe
boundaries (landmarks).
Another ongoing program taking place on the salt marshes is greenhead fly
control. Last year, 54 greenhead fly traps were placed throughout the Stratham salt
marshes. These black boxes attract greenhead flies. The flies become trapped inside and
die from dehydration. Many insect predators such as praying mantis and spiders have
found these traps to be an excellent food source. Hawks, red-winged blackbirds, gulls, to
name a few, all use the black boxes for roosting and feeding. These simple traps are an
effective and easy way to get rid of those persistent greenheads with their painful bite.
It's impossible to tell you everything about mosquito control in one typed page.
So, any resident who would like more information on the mosquito control program,
diseases, insecticides, precautions, what you the homeowner can do to help or any other
inquiry should call the mosquito control office May-Sept, at 778-3906. Thank you for
reading my report.
Respectfully Submitted,


























In 1996, the Wiggin Memorial Library loaned 75,835 books, magazines, videos,
compact disks, books-on-tape, art prints and CD-ROM's to 3,241 patrons, 416 ofwhom
joined the library this year. This represents an 1 1% increase over 1995, more than 50%
over 1993, and a doubling of circulation since 1990. In addition, the library borrowed
almost 350 items from other libraries for Stratham patrons to use, and added more than
2,300 new items to its collection.
The library opened two extra nights per week, added a computerized magazine
index, and began offering CD-ROM computer software for patrons to use at home.
The Summer reading program attracted more than 200 children, and Stratham
children made almost 1,200 visits to the library for 128 children's programs.
The statistics are a mere reflection of the demands put on the library. After all, the
library could put all the books it wants on the shelves, it doesn't provide a service until
somebody wants them. The library will continue to seek, and respond to, an ever
increasing demand for information and entertainment. In the end, a library is judged not
by what is on the shelves, but by the empty spaces left behind.
Michael Sullivan, Library Director
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STRATHAM HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Some much needed building upkeep was accomplished in 1996. The stone work
was re-pointed where needed, most notably around the chimney tops, and under the front
windows. Rotted boards in the front overhang were replaced, and other necessary
carpentry was performed. Last, but not least, the first floor interior was repainted. We
had to close for a month, during the painting, but the results were worth it!
We had a variety of programs, hopefully there was something to interest everyone.
Dr. L. Forbes Getchell ofNewmarket came in January, and told us all about "Old Time
Medicine". In March, Betty Moore from the Hampton Historical Society talked about
"Old Family Names of the Seacoast Area." In September, we visited the Lane House on
Portsmouth Avenue, where Morins' Antique Shop is now, and in November we sponsored
an oral history program at the Stratham Memorial School.
We continue to provide museum tours for all the third graders, do genealogical
research upon request, and have added another twelve plaques to various houses in town.
Many thanks to the Boy Scouts, who put them up for us. We have had many interesting
donations, and visitors have come from as far away as California, and Alaska. Wiggin
descendants have been especially numerous.
Our largest fund raising projects are our pizza sales at the Stratham Fair, and
sponsorship of the antiques show in June, at the Stratham Hill Park. We also sell cookies
at the polls on Election Day.
The Boston Post Cane is now on display at the museum, and we gave the honorary
plaque to Florence Bigelow, as the Town's eldest citizen.
We would like to thank the Town for it's continuing support of our efforts to
preserve, and protect the history of Stratham. The Board of Selectmen has been especially
supportive of our various endeavors.
Our hours continue to be, Tuesdays, 9-11:30 A.M.; Thursdays, 2-4 P.M.; the first
Sunday of each month, 2-4 P.M.; and by appointment.
Respectfully submitted,






REPORT ON EXAMINATION OF FINANCIAL STATEMENTS









We have audited the general purpose financial statements of the
Town of Stratham, New Hampshire, and its combining and individual fund
financial statements as of and for the year ended December 31, 1995. In
planning and performing our audit, we considered its internal control
structure in order to determine our auditing procedures for the purpose
of expressing our opinion on the financial statements, and not to
provide assurance on the internal control structure. However, we did
not note any matters involving the internal control structure and its
operation that we consider to be reportable conditions under standards
established by the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants.
Reportable conditions involve matters coming to our attention relating
to significant deficiencies in the design or operation of the internal
control system that, in our judgment, could adversely affect the Town's
ability to record, process, summarize, and report financial data
consistent with the assertions of management in the financial
statements.
A material weakness is a reportable condition in which the design
or operation of one or more of the internal control structure elements
does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that errors or
irregularities in amounts that would be material in relation to the
financial statements being audited may occur and not be detected within
a timely period by employees in the normal course of performing their
assigned functions.
Our consideration of the internal control structure would not
necessarily disclose all matters in the internal control structure that
might be reportable conditions and, accordingly, would not disclose all
reportable conditions that are also considered to be material weaknesses
as defined above.
This report is intended solely for the information and use of the
Board of Selectmen, Officers, and management. This restriction is not
intended to limit the distribution of this report which, upon
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We have audited the accompanying general purpose financial
statements of the Town of Stratham as of and for the year ended
December 31, 1995, as listed in the table of contents. These
financial statements are the responsibility of the Town's
management. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these
financial statements based on our audit.
We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted
auditing standards. Those standards require that we plan and
perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the
financial statements are free of material misstatement. An audit
includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the
amounts and disclosures in the financial statements. An audit
also includes assessing the accounting principles used and
significant estimates made by management, as well as evaluating
the overall financial statement presentation. We believe that our
audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion.
The Town has not maintained a record of its general fixed assets
and accordingly a statement of general fixed assets, required by
generally accepted accounting principles, is not presented in the
financial report.
In our opinion, the general purpose financial statements referred
to above present fairly the financial position of the Town of
Stratham at December 31, 1995, and the results of its operations
and the changes in financial position of its proprietary fund
types and similar Trust Funds for the year then ended, in
conformity with generally accepted accounting principles. Also,
in our opinion, the combining and individual fund financial
statements referred to above present fairly the financial position
of the individual funds of the Town of Stratham at December 31,
1995, their results of operations, and the changes in financial
position of individual proprietary funds for the year then ended,
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TOWN OF STRATHAM , NEW HAMPSHIRE
COMBINED STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES AND CHANGES IN
FUND BALANCES - ALL GOVERNMENTAL FUND TYPES AND EXPENDABLE TRUST FUNDS
FOR THE YEAR ]2NDED DECEMBER 31, 1995
GOVERNMENTAL FIDUCIARY
FUND TYPES FUND TYPE TOTALS
Special Expendable (MEMORANDUM ONLY)
General Revenue Trust 1995 1994
REVENUE
Taxes $8,058,944 $ $ $8,058,944 $7,526,66!
State sources 261,865 261,865 188,50!








TOTAL REVENUES 13,538 8,816,86'
EXPENDITURES
General government 581,362 3,500 584,862 531,63:
Public safety 395,696 395,696 329,05!
Highways & streets 305,220 305,220 341,55:
Sanitation 374,935 374,935 415,96!
Health & welfare 49,862 49,862 47,401
Parks & recreation 47,875 1,000 48,875 53,13(
Debt service 73,585 73,585 32,451
Capital outlay & special
appropriations 252,025 252,025 158,22
Conservation 2,700 2,700
Library 97,106 97,106 88,04"
School District 6,824,081 6 ,824,081 6,501,161






TOTAL EXPENDITUR 97,106 7,200 8,948,39"
Excess (Deficiency) of
revenues over
















SOURCES (USES) (95,873) 88,433 7,440 -0- -0-
Excess (Deficiency) of
Revenues & Other Finan-
cial Sources Over Ex-













$ 475,049 $ 553, 19(
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TOWN OF STRATHAM, NEW HAMPSHIRE
COMBINED STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES AND CHANGES IN
FUND BALANCES - ALL PROPRIETARY FUND TYPES & SIMILAR TRUST FUNDS



















SEE ACCOMPANYING NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
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TOWN OF STRATHAM, NEW HAMPSHIRE
COMBINED STATEMENT OF CASH FLOWS
ALL PROPRIETARY FUND TYPES & SIMILAR TRUST FUNDS





CASH FLOWS FROM OPERATING ACTIVITIES
Operating income
NET CASH PROVIDED BY OPERATING ACTIVITIES
CASH FLOWS FROM INVESTING ACTIVITY
Purchase of securities
NET CASH USED BY INVESTING ACTIVITY










CASH - Expendable Trust
CASH - Non-Expendable Trust




SEE ACCOMPANYING NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
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TOWN OF STRATHAM, NEW HAMPSHIRE
NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
DECEMBER 31, 1995
1. SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES
Fund Accounting
The diverse nature of governmental operations and the necessity of
determining compliance with legal provisions requires modification of
accounting systems commonly used by commercial enterprises. Rather than
establishing a single unified set of accounts to record and summarize all
financial transactions, the accounts of the Town are organized on the
basis of funds, each of which is considered a separate entity with
self-balancing accounts that comprise its assets, liabilities, fund
balance, revenues, and expenditures, including obligations and transfers.
Government resources are allocated to and ' accounted for in individual
funds based upon the purposes for which they are to be spent and the means
by which spending activities are controlled. The various funds are
grouped, in the financial statements in this report, as follows:
Governmental Funds
General Fund - The General Fund is the general operating fund of the
Town. It is used to account for all financial resources except those
required to be accounted for in another fund.
Special Revenue Funds - Special Revenue Funds are used to account for
the proceeds of specific revenue sources (other than special assessments,
expendable trusts, or major capital projects) that are legally restricted
to expenditures for specified purposes.
Fiduciary Funds
Trust & Agency Funds - Trust & Agency Funds are used to account for
assets held by the Town in a trustee capacity or as an agent for other
governmental units. These include Expendable Trusts, Non-expendable
Trusts, and Agency Funds. Non-expendable Trusts are accounted for in
essentially the same manner as proprietary funds, while Expendable Trusts
are accounted for similar to governmental funds. Agency Funds are
custodial in nature (assets equal liabilities) and do not involve
measurement or results of operations.
Basis of Accounting
Basis of accounting refers to when revenues and expenditures or
expenses are recognized in the accounts and reported in the financial
statements. Basis of accounting relates to the timing of the measurements
made, regardless of the measurement focus applied.
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TOWN OF STRATHAM, NEW HAMPSHIRE
NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (CONT'D)
DECEMBER 31, 1995
Basis of Accounting (Cont'd)
All governmental funds and Expendable Trust Funds are accounted for
using the modified accrual basis of accounting. Their revenues are
recognized when they become measurable and available as net current
assets. Taxpayer-assessed income, gross receipts, and sales taxes are
considered "measurable" when in the hands of intermediary collecting
governments and are recognized as revenue at that time. Anticipated
refunds of such taxes are recorded as liabilities and reductions of
revenue when they are measurable and their validity seems certain.
Property tax revenue is measured in the year levied.
Expenditures are generally recognized under the modified accrual
basis of accounting when the related fund liability is incurred.
Exceptions to this general rule include: (1) accumulated unpaid vacation,
sick pay, and other employee amounts which are not accrued; and (2)
principal and interest on general long-term debt which is recognized when
due.
All proprietary funds and Non-expendable Trust and Pension Trust
Funds are accounted for using the accrual basis of accounting. Their
revenues are recognized when they are earned and their expenses are
recognized when they are incurred.
Fixed Assets
The Town does not maintain a record of its general fixed assets and
accordingly a statement of general fixed assets required by generally
accepted accounting principles is not presented in the financial
statements.
Budgetary Control
Budgets are prepared by the budget committee and selectmen on a
detailed line-item basis. Revenues are budgeted by source. Expenditures
are budgeted by department and character (salaries, utilities, supplies,
etc.). The budget is voted on and enacted at Town Meeting in the
aggregate which becomes the legal level of control. Within this control
level, the selectmen may transfer appropriations without further action
from the Town.
Accounting for Encumbrances
The Town utilizes an encumbrance system of accounting wherein
encumbrances outstanding at year end are not reported as expenditures, but
are reported as a reservation of fund balance available for subsequent
year expenditures based on the encumbered appropriation authority carried
over to the next fiscal year.
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TOWN OF STRATHAM, NEW HAMPSHIRE
NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (CONT'D)
DECEMBER 31, 1995
Interfund Receivables and Payables
The following schedule reconciles interfund receivables and payable
for the year ended December 31, 1995:
Due To
Special Revenue Total
Due From Fund Due From
Non-expendable Trust $4,210 $4,210
The amounts due to/ from other funds are for normal and recurring
interfund charges.
2. TOTAL COLUMNS ON COMBINED STATEMENTS - OVERVIEW
Total columns on the Combined Statements - Overview are captioned
"Memorandum Only" to indicate that they are presented only to facilitate
financial analysis. Data in these columns do not present financial
position, results of operations or changes in financial position in
conformity with generally accepted accounting principles. Neither is such
data comparable to a consolidation. Interfund eliminations have not been
made in the aggregation of this data.
3. APPROPRIATED FUND BALANCE
The balance in the general fund account, appropriated fund balance,
represents unexpended sums for current and previous years' special
appropriations for the following purposes:
1994 Revaluation $ 6,180
1995 Highway Chipper 500
1995 Dump Truck 33,922
1995 Town Clerk Computer 2,500
$43,102
4. RECONCILIATION OF BUDGET AS APPROVED AT TOWN MEETING TO GAAP BASIS BUDGET
Total appropriations approved - Town Meeting $9,533,107
Add: Prior years' appropriations expended
1994 Revaluation 9,625
1994 Landfill Closure 2,773
1994 Police Equipment 1,675
1994 Underground Tank 5,181
1994 Ballpark Improvements 42,316
Less: 1995 Appropriations carried forward
Highway Chipper (500)
Dump Truck (33,922)
Town Clerk Computer (2,500 )
$9,557,755
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TOWN OF STRATHAM, NEW HAMPSHIRE
NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMEMTS (CONT'D)
DECEMBER 31, 1995
4. RECONCILIATION OF BUDGET AS APROVED AT TOWN MEETING TO GAAP BASIS BUDGET
(Continued)




5. PROPERTY TAX CYCLE
Property taxes are assessed on individual taxpayers based upon Town
authorization of expenditures at its March Town Meeting* Properties are
assessed each April 1st for this purpose.
Approved expenditures and assessments are forwarded to the State for
review and State approval and the tax rate is set by the State.
The Selectmen then assess each individual property based upon the
rate and sign a warrant charging the tax collector with the responsibility
of collecting the tax.
The tax collector then mails the individual tax bills. Tax bills
become delinquent on December 1st, or 30 days after they are mailed,
whichever is later. Delinquent bills carry interest charges of 127e .
Any time after 90 days of the delinquent date, the tax collector can
initiate the tax lien/sale procedure by notifying the taxpayer by
certified mail that they have 32 days to pay the bill or a lien shall be
recorded against the property at the Registrar of Deeds. Once such lien
is placed, interest increases to 18%.
If full redemption of such outstanding tax lien is not timely made
within two years of the execution of the lien, including statutory
interest and costs accrued thereon, a tax deed may be issued to the holder
of such lien pursuant to RSA 80:38 or RSA 80:76, and disposed of as the
deed holder shall determine.
6. CASH AND INVESTMENTS
RSA 48:16 requires that all funds belonging to the Town shall be
deposited in solvent banks within the State, except funds may be deposited
in banks outside the State if such banks pledge and deliver collateral to
the State treasurer of equal value as the funds deposited. There is no
requirement of an in-State bank to collateralize deposits in excess of
FDIC insurance.
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TOWN OF STRATHAM, NEW HAMPSHIRE
NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (CONT'D)
DECEMBER 31, 1995
6. CASH AND INVESTMENTS (Continued)
The Town's cash deposits and investments at December 31, 1994, are
categorized by maturity date and by the level of risk assumed by the Town. The
risk categories are defined as follows:
(1) Insured or collateralized with securities held by the
Town or its agent in the Town's name;
(2) Collateralized with securities held by the pledging
financial institution's trust department or agent in
the Town's name;
(3) Uncollateralized or uninsured for which securities are
held by the financial institution's trust department
or agent but not in the Town's name.
At December 31, 1995, the Town's deposits and investments consisted of the
following:
Categories
1 2 3 Unclassified Balance
Demand deposits $412,215 $2,413,294 $418,460 $329,129 $3,573,098
Securities -0- -0- 183,364 -0- 183,364
$412,215 $2,413,294 $601,824 $329,129 $2,756,462
Included in the above balances is the amount of $329,921, which is deposited
with the New Hampshire Public Deposit and Investment Pool managed by MBIA
Municipal Investors Service Corporation. The pool is an open-end mutual fund to
which the Town has no custodial risk, thus it is considered unclassified.
7. EMPLOYEE BENEFITS AND COMPENSATED ABSENCES
Police Department employees are eligible to participate in the State of
New Hampshire Police Retirement system on a shared cost basis, which is recorded
when earned.
Full-time, permanent employees are granted vacation and sick leave
benefits in varying amounts based upon tenure. The Town does not accrue these
benefits in the general fund because of plans to fund these future costs from
future resources.
8. CONTINGENT LIABILITIES
During 1995 the Town dismissed an employee for what was considered
cause. The employee was reinstated in 1996 by Superior Court, with pay and
benefits. The Town is now involved in negotiations as to the amount to be paid
in compliance with the Court Order.
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TOWN OF STRATHAM, NEW HAMPSHIRE
DETAILED STATEMENT OF GENERAL FUND REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, AND
CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL













Interest & penalties on taxes
Income from departments
Licenses, fines, fees, permits































TOWN OF STRATHAM, NEW HAMPSHIRE
DETAILED STATEMENT OF GENERAL FUND REVENUES, EXPENDITURES
AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL (Cont'd)







Executive $ 139,746 $ 136,346 $ 3,400
Election, registration, and
vital statistics 805 867 (62)
Financial administration 44,250 41,971 2,279
Legal 12,000 17,527 (5,527)
Personnel administration 56,055 51,352 4,703
Planning and zoning 51,283 48,227 3,056
General government build]-ngs 58,150 50,841 7,309
Cemeteries 22,250 22,335 (85)
Insurance 154,614 151,117 3,497














































TOWN OF STRATHAM, NEW HAMPSHIRE
DETAILED STATEMENT OF GENERAL FUND REVENUES, EXPENDITURES
AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL (Cont'd)





















Temporary loans interest 50,000 73,585 (23,585)










































TOWN OF STRATHAM, NEW HAMPSHIRE
DETAILED STATEMENT OF GENERAL FUND REVENUES, EXPENDITURES
AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL (Cont'd)










Excess (deficiency) of Revenues
and Other Financing Sources




































































































































































P u u u

























*-• -• ^«» « *U U t O 4)
o
<D CD
X X >< xWO.WUWUWWWWW&,fcfl,WBQH0HMtiWfc WWfcWW
X
(jHSStLHSfaSSSSfeSSuHfefeSttHSfeSfe s ss s s
o
OQ
f^ L !-- N M ^ ^ ^ (N M ^ -h - tN (S tNCS
SI522 2S^^ff^^^^l ,fl , 5 ,333
o » 2
*j > > >



























N S * o o
pq Ph w q ph



























H ^O Is ^ 00
<N (S «N S
























Tfoooq^oo ir> ^'-, 5^^"fnON



























































































































































^ Q i F3
co HH Z3 CD


































































































































































'3 2 > B>>a W § *















































































































































































































































5 *i £< ^ w
&1 £«
as a a
oo w <-> g


































£ g S .3








































































































































«n CN CN <N
Oh fa fa
d> 4> O

















































o 2 . J
U .S •"» _:
rh 2 « ej
u 5 O





































fc & J "8



















































OFFICERS OF STRATHAM SCHOOL DISTRICT
1996 - 1997
SCHOOL BOARD
Lucy Cushman Term Expires 1997
Elisabeth Gobin Term Expires 1997
Jeffrey Hebert Term Expires 1997
Gordon Bailey Term Expires 1999
Sandra Rowe Term Expires 1999
SUPERINTENDENT
William J. Clancy
ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS
Barbara L. Lobdell
ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT





W. Douglas Scammon Jr. Term Expires 1998
CLERK
Paula Geppner Term Expires 1998
TREASURER
Paula Cushman Term Expires 1998
AUDITOR







THE STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
To che inhabitants of the School District in the Town of Stratham
qualified to vote in District Affairs:
You are hereby notified to meet at the Town Hall in said District on
the eleventh day of March, 1997, between the hours of 8:00 o'clock in the
morning and 8:00 o'clock in the afternoon for the following purposes:
1. To choose two Members of the School Board for the ensuing
three years.




Given under our hands at said Stratham this Q day of February,
A true copy of Warrant - Attest
c^o^i hi /^








THE STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
To the inhabitants of the School District of Stratham, qualified to vote in
School District affairs.
You are hereby notified to meet at the Stratham Memorial School in said
District on the seventh day ofMarch 1997 at seven o'clock in the evening to act on
the following subjects:
1. To see what sum ofmoney the School District will vote to raise and
appropriate for the support of schools, for payment of salaries of School District
officials and agents, and for the payment of the statutory obligations of the School
District.
2. To see if the School District will vote to enter into a collective bargaining
agreement with the Stratham Teachers Association ( the union representing the
teachers in the School District schools) covering the two year period from September
1, 1997 to August 31, 1999, and approve the cost items included therein containing,
in summary: continuation of existing non-salary benefits with the following changes:
health insurance coverage continues but teachers shall have a choice between two
plans and, for the 1997-1998 year, teachers shall pay 5% of the premium for the
more expensive plan and none of the premium for the less expensive plan, and, for the
1998-1999 year, teachers shall pay 7% of the premium for the more expensive plan
and 3% of the premium for the less expensive plan; and the following salary increase
schedule: 1997-1998 year - no increase in salaries except for increases in the twelfth
step ranging from 3% to 3.3%, but with step increases otherwise provided at the
same rates as the 1996-1997 year; and 1998-1999 year - 1.5% increase over the
1997-1998 rates except for the twelfth step which has a 1.6% increase.
The approximate increase in the cost of teacher salaries because of this
agreement and step increases for each of the two years (subject to change resulting
from changes in the number of and in the educational degrees and years of experience
of teachers employed) over the preceding year will be: $71,000.00 for the 1997-1998
year; and $68,000.00 for the 1998-1999 year.
And, further, to raise and appropriate the sum of $71,000.00 for the 1997-
1998 year, such sum representing the additional costs attributed to the increase in
salaries and salary related benefits over those included as part of the 1997-1998
budget.
(The School Board recommends that the School District enter into this
agreement and make this appropriation of $71,000.00).
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3. To see if the School District will revoke the Tuition Trust Fund established
at the 1993 annual meeting whereupon the trustees of the trust funds shall pay the
balance in that account to the school district treasurer.
(The School Board recommends adoption of this article).
4. To hear the reports ofAgents, Auditors, Committees, or Officers
heretofore chosen and pass any vote relating thereto.
5. To choose Agents, Auditors, and Committees in relation to any single
subject embraced in this Warrant.
6. To transact any other business which may legally come before
this meeting.
Given under our hands at said Stratham thisSift day of February, 1997.
\5(7<2^hc^^^O =̂6^^
jUl. -4"2l
A true copy ofWarrant - Attest:
>ALLA=e..
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CERTIFICATION ON POSTING OF WARRANT
I certify that on the day of February 1997, I posted copies of the written
Warrant, attested by the Stratham School Board of said District, at the place of
meeting within named and a like attested copy at the Stratham Memorial School and




Personally appeared the said and made oath




REPORT OF THE SCHOOL DISTRICT TREASURER
FOR THE
FISCAL YEAR JULY 1, 1995 TO JUNE 30, 1996
STRATHAM SCHOOL DISTRICT
GENERAL FUND
CASH ON HAND JULY 1. 1995
RECEIVED FROM SELECTMEN:
CURRENT APPROPRIATION
RECEIVED FROM STATE SOURCES
RECEIVED FROM FEDERAL SOURCES
RECEIVED FROM TUITIONS







TOTAL AMOUNT AVAILABLE FOR FISCAL YEAR




BALANCE ON HAND JUNE 30, 1996 $226,149.80






For the Year Ended June 30. 1996
GlORDANl LORTE & CaRIGNAN/ PRDF.i
Certified Puhtk Atccu
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% GlORDANI, LORTH & CARIGNAN, PROF. ASSN.Certified Pubhc Accountants
P.O. Box 459, Exeter, NH 03533 -0459





Stratham, New Hampshire 03885
To the School Board:
We have audited the financial statements of Stratham School District for the year ended June 30, 1996,
and have issued our report thereon dated September 6, 1996. As a part of our audit, we reviewed and
tested the School District's system of internal accounting control to the extent we considered necessary
to evaluate the system as required by generally accepted auditing standards. Under these standards the
purpose of such evaluation is to establish a basis for reliance thereon in determining the nature, timing and
extent of other auditing procedures that are necessary for expressing an opinion on the financial
statements.
The objective of internal accounting control is to provide reasonable but not absolute assurance as to the
safeguarding of assets against loss from unauthorized use or disposition, and the reliability of financial
records for preparing financial statements and maintaining accountability for assets. The concept of
reasonable assurance recognizes that the cost of a system of internal accounting control should not exceed
the benefits derived and also recognizes that the evaluation of these factors necessarily requires estimates
and judgments by those managing the Stratham School District affairs.
There are inherent limitations that should be recognized in considering the potential effectiveness of any
system of internal accounting control. In the performance of most control procedures, errors can result
from misunderstanding of instructions, mistakes ofjudgment, carelessness, or any other of several factors.
Control procedures whose effectiveness depends upon segregation of duties can be circumvented
intentionally by those managing the Stratham School District affairs with respect to the estimates and
judgments required in the preparation of financial statements.
Further projection of any evaluation of internal accounting control to future periods is subject to the risk
that the procedures may become inadequate because of changes in conditions and that the degree of
compliance with the procedures may deteriorate.
Our study and evaluation of the Stratham School District system of internal accounting control for the year
ended June 30, 1996, which was made for the purpose set forth in the first paragraph above, would not
necessarily disclose all weaknesses in the system. However, such study and evaluation disclosed the
following conditions that we believe should be corrected as soon as possible.
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STRATHAM SCHOOL DISTRICT
Internal Accounting Control Recommendations
For the Year Ended June 30. 1996
PREVIOUS RECOMMENDATIONS
Property and Equipment (School Board, District Office)
The School District does not maintain records of general fixed assets as a matter of policy. Such assets
would consist of such items as: land, buildings, furniture and fixtures, equipment, vehicles, etc. The
recording of fixed assets fulfills the stewardship needs to provide for physical and dollar value control,
and establishes accountability for capital expenditures over the years.
With the recording of fixed assets, the related depreciation could be determined on an annual basis for the
purpose of measuring total costs of the School District's services and evaluating the efficiency of
programs. This would be particularly true with the food service fund.
We feel very strongly that the institution of the above outlined procedures will lead to more reliable and
responsible financial reporting. With government funding being as it is, we know how important reliable
financial reporting can be.
We would like to thank everyone involved with the audit for their help and cooperation.
If you have any questions regarding the audit or ifwe may be of further assistance, please do not hesitate
to contact us.
Very truly yours,
GIORDANI, LORTIE, & CARIGNAN, PROF. ASSN.
Certified Public Accountants
Dated: September 16, 1996
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TRANS. FROM FOOD SERVICE^
TRUST FUNDS AND GIFTS
CATASTROPHIC AID





97, 459.00 72 319.00 55, 000.00
112 500.00 112 500.00 112 500.00
0.00 0.00 0.00
0.00 107 848.00 118 030.00
21 705.13 10 000.00 8 000.00
0.00 0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00 0.00
496.56 8 472.00 2 400.00
27 000.00 0.00 0.00
62 363.00 0.00 0.00
6 026.50 4 600.00 4 800.00
4 134.35 0.00 0.00
331,684.54 315,739.00 300,730.00
DISTRICT ASSESSMENT 6 , 824 , 08 1 . 00 7 , 4 1 8 , 1 3 1 . 00 4 , 290 , 373 . 00
TOTAL APPROPRIATION VOTED OR




Teachers and Administrators 1 996-97
Under Contract Salaries
Adler, Susan $36,555.00
Atherton, Diane $31 ,640.00
August, June $46,035.00
Bailey, Janis $46,035.00
Bamford, Mary 30%x $10,249.50
Batchelder, L $25,147.00
Bowen-lrish, Tere 60%x $24,555.00
Brown, Lisa $30,189.00
Bruning, Joel $36,555.00
Caporello, Laurie 60%x $27,621 .00




Driscoll, Meg 30%x $13,279.20
Dunnan, Judith $46,035.00
Dupuis, Cathy $36,555.00



















Maher, Donna 50%x $21 ,281 .00
Malo, Judy 60%x $27,621 .00
Miller, Suzette $40,925.00




Palmer, Mary 60%x $26,558.40
Parsons, Lynn $46,035.00
Phinney, Melody $40,925.00




Spencer, Frank 80%x $36,828.00
Stevens, Gail $46,035.00


























ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT'S PRORATED SALARY
1995-1996
BRENTWOOD $1,889.00
EAST KINGSTON SI. 33 1.00
EXETER $15,901.00












In 1996-97, there have been significant changes in the
profile of SAU 16 schools as the Exeter Region Cooperative
School District was formed to assume operating responsibility
for Grades 6-12 on July 1, 1997.
In addition, a successful bond issue was approved to
support the construction of a middle-level school scheduled to
open in September 1998.
Also, Stratham welcomed Karen Soule as Principal of
Stratham Memorial School, Newfields welcomed Barry Ring as
Principal of Newfields Elementary School, and SAU 16
welcomed Susan Ratnoff as Principal of Exeter High School.
We certainly wish each of them continued success.
Since this is my tenth and final year as Superintendent in
SAU 16, I wish to commend the teachers and staffs of our
schools for their efforts on behalf of our students.
Our teachers and staff are recognized throughout New
Hampshire for their expertise and practices, and I am most
grateful to them for making our schools as good as they are.
In July 1997, SAU 16 will welcome Arthur Hanson as
Superintendent. We wish him much success as he leads our
schools into the 21st century.
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STRATHAM SCHOOL BOARD REPORT
It has been a year of mixed emotions for the Stratham school community. In
June, our principal, Dr. Gail Hiltz lost her battle with cancer. As we struggled to
personally accept her loss we must recognize the extraordinary job that the Stratham
Memorial School staff did to maintain the smooth operation of the school. We would
like to extend our thanks to the administration, the teachers, the parents and all the
community members who gave their support to the school.
We have accomplished much over the past year. In March, after many long
months of work, the articles of agreement were passed by all six AREA communities to
establish a new Cooperative School District. Elections were held and the work of
solving our long term space needs for our secondary students was tackled. In
November, the voters came out and approved funding for a new middle level school to
be built in Stratham. The school is scheduled to open for the 1998-1999 school year.
The establishment of the Cooperative School District will involve significant
changes for the Stratham School Board. Because we now have representation on the
COOP board for our secondary schools, the current board will focus on issues at the
elementary level involving our children in preschool through grades five. Our budget
has been affected by this change. We continue to work hard to maintain an affordable,
quality educational program at Stratham Memorial School. At this time last year we
had anticipated a budget deficit and had instituted a spending freeze. We are happy
to report because of these efforts we were able to show a small savings to the
community.
The School Board is also happy to report that in July of 1996, Karen Soule
accepted the position of Principal of Stratham Memorial School. She had previously
been a principal in the Newfound School District for twelve years. She has helped the
school community make a smooth transition and we believe is going to provide the
kind of effective leadership that the community wants for it's school. We would like to
officially welcome her to our community.
Our monthly meetings are held on the second and fourth Wednesdays of the
month and we would encourage you to attend. Please feel free to contact any board
member if you have any questions.
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STRATHAM MEMORIAL SCHOOL
39 Gifford Farm Road
Stratham, New Hampshire 03885
(603) 772-5413




Stratham Memorial School Annual Report
1997
First of all, thank you for affording me the opportunity to lead the Stratham Memorial School
Community into the 21st century for as we all know America's future walks through the doors of our
school each day. It is a pleasure to work with such a dedicated, caring staff who firmly believe that every
child can learn, setting high expectations so that every child will be a contributing member of our society.
We have begun the arduous process of reviewing and renewing our curriculum, aligning it with
the state frameworks so that we have a clear picture of what students should know and be able to do
throughout their elementary formal schooling. Not only do our students need basic skills necessary to be
successful in our society, but also be able to think for themselves, be problemsolvers and work together
for as Margaret Mead so aptly stated, "We are now at a point where we must educate our children in
what no one knew yesterday and prepare our schools for what no one knows yet." Further training in
Project READ was provided this fall as we continue to assure a well-rounded reading/language program.
In our technology program students are accessing the "intranet" from researching information
about Plimoth Plantation to accessing up-to-date information about space and learning about authors, all
of which are part of our educational programs. The After School Computer Program for fifth and sixth
graders is up and running. In addition to all of these activities, as the three year Technology Plan has
been completed, it is now time to review what has been done and set the future direction of technology in
Stratham. A school-based Technology Committee is forming to look at this, so if you are interested and
have not called the school, we welcome your participation.
The PTO continues to be a strong supporter of Stratham Memorial School providing not only
assistance through fund-raisers, but they also focus on the school as a community having family oriented
activities such as the Back To School Family Social and their successful Fall Crafts Fair. The School
Spirit Press published monthly provides information about our school to the entire community.
Volunteers from throughout the Stratham community, not just parents of our students, but
community members who have or make time to volunteer, continue to provide much appreciated support
for the educational programs at Stratham Memorial School. Many thanks to Donna Maskwa, Caren
Gallagher and Paula Rozelle for coordinating the volunteer program.
Math Olympiad and Odyssey of the Mind continue to be offered to our students. This November
the fifth and sixth graders presented a very successful performance of "The Adventures of Harriet
Handelmann. Our third graders are currently being featured in an exhibit at UNH for their art work which
has been an exciting experience for them. These are just a few examples of the many activities in which
Stratham Memorial School reaches out into the community.
Lastly a great big thank you goes out to the entire Stratham community for its continuing






39 Gifford Farm Road
Stratham, New Hampshire 03885
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Stratham Memorial School Special Education Report
Stratham Memorial School continues to provide a free appropriate education to all students in
accordance with the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA). To meet the requirements
of this act students are first evaluated to determine their eligibility for services. If it is determined
that the student is indeed eligible to receive services then an individual education plan is developed
with the final step being making a decision about the appropriate educational placement, always
striving for the least restrictive environment.
This past November as part of the on-going process to assure that appropriate special education
services are provided SAU 16 participated in a Special Education On- Site. A team visited Stratham
Memorial School to review all aspects of our special education program to determine our
compliance with the federal and state standards. Not only did the team review records, they also
visited classrooms to see our programs in action. Staff and parents were also interviewed to
gather further pertinent information and insight into our services. I am happy to report that the
visiting team commended the Stratham Memorial School for having exceptional consultation
among all staff, for the collaborative efforts of staff to include special education strategies in the
regular curriculum, and the support of administration. More importantly though they noted a sense
that every child was valued in our school.
Facing the same challenges of many New Hampshire school districts in meeting the needs of our
educationally disabled students, and the need to provide additional support services, we are
continually reviewing and assessing our models of delivering services. Our inclusion model
continues to educate students in the regular classroom with appropriate supports and consultation
with staff. We also offer an alternative learning environment for eligible students.
As we move forward into the 21st century it is crucial that we continue to provide the training and
support necessary for staff to provide an appropriate education for all students always being
cognizant of efficient and cost effective services.
Respectfully Submitted,
Carmen L. Young
Director of Special Education
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SAU 16 Teacher Meeting
NO SCHOOL
FIRST DAY STUDENTS


























Oct. 17 Teacher Convention - No School
NOVEMBER 1
3
997 Student Days = 17
4 5 6 7
10 Vets Day 12 13 14
17 18 19 20 21
24 25 26* Thanksgiving Holiday
Nov. 11 Veteran's Day Celebratior -No School
*Nov. 26 4 hour day





Student Days = 15
3 4 5
8 9 10 11 12
15 16 17 18 19
Christmas Holiday
Christmas Holid ay
Dec. 22 - Jan. iI Holiday Vacation
1
'JANUARY 1998 Student Days = 18
New Years No School
5 6 7 8 9
12 13 14 15 16
Civil Rts 20 21 22 23
26 27 28 29 Inservice
Jan. 1-2 NEW YEARS DAY - NO SCHOOL
Jan. 19 Civil Rights Day - No School
Jan. 30 SAU Inservice Day For Teachers Only
197-1998























9 10 11 12 13
16 17 18 19 Inservice
23 24 25 26 27
30 31
Mar. 20 SAU Inservice Day for Teachers only
APRIL 1998 Student Days = 18
r\> 3
6 7 8 9 10






Apr. 27-May 1 Spr ing Vacation
The April vacation may be modified if excessive
numbers of days are cancelled
MAY 1998 Student Day; 19
Vacation
4 5 6 7 8
11 12 13 14 15
18 19 20 21 22
MEMORIAL 26 27 28 29
May 1 Spring Vacation
May 25 Memorial Day - No School
JUNE 1998
1
Student Days = 14
2 3 4 5
8 9 10 11 12
15 16 17 18 Make-up
Make-up Make-up Make-up Make-up Make-up
Make-up Make-up
**June 18** - Last day(students)if no cancellal:ions
June 19-30 Make-up days as necessary
In addition to the April Vacation, the Inservice Days on January 30 and March 20 may be modified to make up cancellation days.
If the April vacation is to be affected, the decision will be made by March 2, 1 998 so that plans can be changed. It is suggected that "trip
insurance" be purchased by anyone planning a vacation which involves a significant cost.
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STRATHAM SCHOOL DISTRICT MEETING
March 8, 1996
The meeting was called to order at 7:10 PM by Moderator, W. Douglas Scamman, Jr.
The Moderator recognized Superintendent of Schools, William Clancy, who led the
pledge of allegiance.
The Moderator then called on Ken Lanzillo to give the invocation.
The Moderator recognized School Board member, Sandy Rowe. Mrs. Rowe asked that
a moment of silence be given in remembrance of W. Douglas Scamman, Sr. Mrs. Rowe spoke
of Mr. Scamman's dedication to Stratham, especially as a school board member who was active
in negotiating the original
A.R.E.A. agreement.
The Moderator thanked everyone for coming out on such a snowy evening. He
announced one rule of the meeting. He does not recognize motions to lay an article on the table.
He read the beginning of the warrant, and then would be reading the articles as they came up for
a vote.
Article 1 . To see what sum of money the District will vote to raise and appropriate for
the support of schools, for payment of salaries of School District officials and agents, and for the
payment of the statutory obligations of the District.
The Moderator recognized School Board member, Ed Gronbeck. Mr. Gronbeck made
the motion to see if the School District would vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $7,733,
870.00 to support our schools for the next school year. The motion was seconded by School
Board member, Gordon Bailey.
The Moderator asked Mr. Gronbeck to speak to the motion. Mr. Gronbeck started by
introducing the board members and administration. He explained the budget is a 7.2% increase
over last year. He noted that 5% is due to tuition at the junior and senior high schools and 2.2%
represents the remaining areas of the budget. He highlighted lines of increase and a few that
decreased.
The Moderator repeated the motion and asked if anyone would like to speak to the
budget.
The Moderator recognized Janet Prior, chair of the Financial Advisory Committee. Mrs.
Prior gave a brief synopsis of the budget process after introducing members of the committee.
The Moderator asked if there were any other questions. He then asked for the vote.
The vote passed, all in favor with no votes against.
The Moderator then read Article 2 . Shall the School District accept the provisions of
RSA 195 (as amended) providing for the establishment of a cooperative school district, together
with the school districts of Brentwood, East Kingston, Exeter, Kensington, and Newfields, in
accordance with the provisions of the proposed articles of agreement filed with the School
District derk? The Moderator noted that this article would be voted on by a ballot vote.
The Moderator recognized Board member, Lucy Cushman. Mrs. Cushman moved to
adopt Article 2. The motion was seconded by Board member, Liz Gobin.
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The Moderator yielded to Mrs. Cushman to explain the article. Mrs. Cushman gave a
brief history of the A.R.E.A. agreement we are currently under since its adoption in 1966. Under
the agreement, all buildings and contents are owned by Exeter with the sending towns paying
tuition to Exeter. The article for a Cooperative School District (COOP) arose as a result of the
overcrowding at the junior high. Mrs. Cushman then explained each of the twelve articles of the
COOP. Mrs. Cushman finished by giving her personal reasons for supporting the COOP.
The Moderator noted the question being discussed was Article 2 on the Cooperative
School District for those just arriving.
The Moderator recognized Gordon Bailey. Mr. Bailey explained that although he signed
the articles of the COOP, he feels there are areas of concern with some of the articles. He noted
articles of concern for the audience.
The Moderator mentioned that Mr. Bailey had asked Attorney King to clarify a question
of the constitutional legality regarding the number of board members for the COOP. Because
Mr. King is not a resident of Stratham, the Moderator asked if the audience would mind Mr. King
speaking. There was no opposition. Mr. King said there were limitations on what can be done
constitutionally in reference to the size of each town's population, etc.
The Moderator asked if anyone would like to speak to the motion.
The Moderator yielded to Lauren Chulso-Shur of Heights Road. Mrs. Shur noted she
was note sure if she was in favor or against the COOP yet. She noted that there are many
unknowns, but life is full of unknowns. She feels we need to do what is best for the education of
the children. Stratham needs to make a decision one way of the other - whether to stay with
Exeter or go on own our. She stated people should vote for what is reasonable and realistic.
Mrs. Shur felt a committee should be formed to come up with a plan by 9/1/96 if the Article
failed.
The Moderator then recognized John Sapienza, Raeder Dr. Mr. Sapienza asked the
remaining Board members to voice their opinions since Mrs. Cushman and Mr. Bailey had made
their opinions known. Mr. Gronbeck spoke on his feelings regarding the COOP. He said, though
not entirely happy with the agreement, he was in favor of the COOP. It was a negotiated deal
between all six boards. Mrs. Rowe also was in support of the Article. She said it provides
everyone in the six town with the best opportunities for education available. Stratham could not
offer as many programs as the COOP can. Mrs. Gobin said the question is what is best for our
students? She has heard a lot of dissatisfaction with the junior high - hopefully it is due to the
overcrowding. She said she was going to vote for the COOP, but urged everyone to decide what
they felt is best for the children.
The Moderator recognized David Canada, Bunker Hill Ave. Mr. Canada felt that
Stratham has the financial base to support their own school through past findings from previous
research. He said there needs to be more research on the COOP regarding the building bond.
Stratham has never made such a building endeavor without first thoroughly researching it.
The Moderator recognized Barbara Loh of Coach Rd. Mrs. Loh noted that under the
A.R.E.A. agreement, Exeter is obligated to educate our children. If Stratham votes to go out on
own our, what happens to our high school students? Mrs. Cushman noted that we can leave the
A.R.E.A. but if we do then we are out, completely out. A new agreement would have to be
negotiated at the high school level. Mr. Bailey said Exeter was asked that question. They said
they would still welcome our high school students. He is almost certain they would allow our
students to attend Exeter.
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The Moderator yielded to Karen Abrami, Tall Pines Dr. Mrs. Abrami spoke of the
educational benefits of the junior high. She feels the social atmosphere is a nightmare. She
feels Stratham could offer the educational programs through the eight grade level.
The Moderator recognized Cathy Kennedy, Heights Rd. Mrs. Kennedy said she was so
appalled by the junior high program that she withdrew her child to home school her. She urged
people to vote No.
The Moderator recognized Roger Wilkinson, Benjamin Rd. Mr. Wilkinson spoke in favor
of the COOP. He felt there is more diversity in a larger school.
The Moderator recognized Kathleen Nichols, Lovell Rd. Mrs. Nichols teaches in a small
high school. She said they cannot offer the same programs as a larger school. Students also
have better chances of getting into more colleges from larger schools.
The Moderator yielded to Martha Jackson of Coach Rd. Mrs. Jackson noted that she
has been very pleased with the junior high. She is concerned with the overcrowding, though.
She is strongly committed to continuing with Exeter in the form of a COOP. She feels it is better
for the children, socially, to go to school with other children from other towns as well as Stratham
children.
The Moderator yielded to Lorraine Merrill of College Rd. Mrs. Merrill is concerned with
the overcrowding at the junior high. As a former school board member, she feels it is important
for Stratham to make a decision now. She feels there are better opportunities at Exeter that
what Stratham could offer. She was in favor of the COOP.
The Moderator recognized JoEllen Cuff, Heights Rd. Mrs. Cuff had asked her daughter,
a senior, whether she would have preferred a school in Stratham rather than attending Exeter.
Her response was Exeter. Mrs. Cuff felt the overcrowding has occurred at the junior high
because Stratham has sat on the fence too long. She asked the Board if the COOP was voted
down is there a chance for another plan? Mrs. Cushman said there is a possibility but couldn't
guarantee another chance. Mr. Bailey noted that Stratham could vote against the bond next
year if we found we didnt want the COOP, but the other five towns could vote for it and have a
two-thirds majority vote.
The Moderator recognized Rose Love of Frying Pan Lane. Mrs. Love asked Mr. Bailey
how he could be so certain that Exeter would allow our senior high students attend Exeter when
they wouldn't move their sixth graders as they previously said they would? Mr. Bailey said the
high school is overcrowded and feels Exeter would welcome our high school students.
The Moderator then recognized Lester Cuff, Heights Rd. Mr. Cuff showed an overhead
of junior high enrollments from 1991-92 to present. Capacity enrollment was reached in 1992-
93. Stratham had the opportunity to do something in 1986, '87, '91, and "92, but did nothing. We
can! blame Exeter for not building new buildings when Stratham canl commit long term.
The Moderator recognized Bob Mitchell, Portsmouth Ave. Mr. Mitchell noted we will be
voting as members of a larger COOP district if we vote yes on the COOP. Can the cost of the
buyout be renegotiated? He believes the other towns would go back to the drawing board if we
make it known why we voted down the COOP. He doesn't believe we have been given enough
information to vote yes. He would make a motion to request to setup a committee to see what
we do want for a school setup, ie. junior high, middle school, etc.
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The Moderator yielded to Mark Zalagens, Pinewood Dr. Mr. Zalagens noted that many
people were leaving the meeting. He asked if we could place our votes and leave. He also
noted that he admired Mr. Bailey's fortitude on being the only vote against the Article out of the
five board members. The Moderator noted that vote would take place when discussion was
finished and since there were a few more people waiting to speak, he would continue the
discussion.
The Moderator then recognized Aidan Barry of Hersey Lane. Mr. Barry congratulated
Mrs. Cushman and Mr. Bailey on getting the debate going, but felt it should have taken place
months ago. He felt Mr. Bailey made good points against the articles of the COOP and that
there is room for further negotiation. It is Mr. Barry's opinion that Exeter needs Stratham. He
felt the a better buyout price may have been negotiated. He also felt that more information was
needed to make a decision. He felt another option would be to set up a committee and give
them three months to gather more information and then vote. He noted Exeter cannot throw us
out under the A.R.E.A. agreement.
The Moderator recognized Paula Krolikoski, Union Rd. Mrs. Krolikoski stated that she
was in favor of the COOP.
The Moderator yielded to Mrs. Cushman. Mrs. Cushman passed out an information
sheet of the Amherst/Milford showing what happened there when their COOP didn't work. When
we split up, we loose programs, etc. In response to requests for more information, she noted
there have been meetings and hearings open to the public for residents to attend.
The Moderator recognized Joan Moran of Frying Pan Lane. Mrs. Moran was confused
by figures of the buying Exeter's buildings and what costs would be for renovations. Where are
we seeing total costs we will being paying through the COOP in comparison to what we would
pay in Stratham? What about the debt interest sending towns have paid? Mrs. Cushman stated
that interest was paid through the tuitions. The Moderator clarified that a 2% rental charge to
sending towns which included interest, upkeep, etc. was part of tuition. Mrs. Moran asked how
we could equate what it will cost for construction and renovations and the buyout to what a new
school would cost in Stratham? Mr. Bailey responded that those figures havent been decided
yet because the COOP board will have to make those decisions. He also explained that the
State did the assessments of the existing buildings. He tried to get a private assessment done
but it was voted down. He announced that the board would be handing out an exit survey after
votes were cast.
The Moderator recognized Mike Sullivan of Portsmouth Ave. Mr. Sullivan said he had a
serious problem with Mrs. Cushman handing out a sheet of information as part of the debate.
This information was never given out at any of the other meetings. He took great exception to
the statement that Mr. Miicheii's request for information was excessive. He has attended most of
the meetings and feels more information is needed.
The last person standing asked to Move the Question. The Moderator said since he was
the last person standing he would recognize the motion. The Moderator stated that the question
before the house was to eliminate debate. He then asked for the vote for those wishing to
eliminate debate. All voted in favor of the motion.
The Moderator explained how the vote would take place. A recess was called so that
votes could be cast.
The Moderator called the meeting back to order. The Moderator announced the vote;
217 voted yes and 184 voted no. He declared the motion adopted.
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Article #3 . To hear the reports of Agents, Auditors, Committees, or Officers heretofore
chosen and pass any vote relating thereto. The Moderator asked for any items under the article.
There was none.
Article #4 . To choose Agents, Auditors, and Committees in relation to
any single subject embraced in this Warrant. The Moderator asked if anyone would like to offer
a motion to the article. The Moderator was not of anyone wishing to make a motion.
Article #5 . To transact any other business which may legally come before this meeting.
The Moderator asked if the Board or anyone had any other business to transact.
The Moderator thanked everyone for a relatively orderly meeting considering the depth
of the subject matter being discussed.
The Moderator recognized Jim Scamman of Portsmouth Ave. who moved to adjourn the
meeting. The Moderator recognized the motion in honor of Mr. Scamman's uncle and The
Moderator's father, W. Douglas Scamman, Sr. The Moderator asked for the vote. All voted in
favor to adjourn.
The meeting adjourned at 10:50 PM.
Respectfully submitted,
Paula K. Geppner, School Disctrict Clerk
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"'f j ADMINISTRATORS SALARIES (2.5) 173,205] 165,350] 186,500] 21,150] .JATIH..
"la SliPER¥iTENDENT'Tl'"6)' {797205 JSO^OOO ]83,666 |7\7\A !/W\ I
"lb ASSf!'TJPERli^END^fTrO) [65500 1567750 |6§j00p ]AAA ISZ^IIIZI
"ic ASST ."" SuTEmNTE^DENT 76". 5")_ !W,566 1287600 134,500 p\A/\' |>W\ . J I
"2 r'HUMAN"'REST^ 277500! 287665! -3475061""' """579661" '20.63%!
i .. • •• •» • •• *•
"3
j SECRETARY SALARIES (3.0 from 3.5) 74,883! 78,627! 67,527! -11,100! -14.12%!
4 i SUPPLEMENTAL SALARIES (SUBS) 1,000! 1,000! 1,000! 0! 0.00%!
TREASURER + SAU BOARD MINUTES 1,500! 1,500! 1,500! 0! 0.00%!
6 ; FISCAL SERVICES MANAGER( 10%) 3,541! 3,647] 3,610] -37i_ -1.02%]
7 [PAYROLL 'CLERK"(7o%T"
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1 1 ! DISABILITY INSURANCE 601! 1,740! 1,422! -318! 18.28%!
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"district COSTS FOR 1997-1998 CENTRAL ADMINlsfRATION BUDGET
town!"
97-98





"share"""PERCENT j ADM 95-96 j
4!02%T" 3";96%T 1*8!*039r55,411,652! 3.89%! 174.2!
EK j 47,670,823! 3.35%! 140.8] 3.25%! 3.30%! i 5,042!






K 44,958,522! 3.16%! 121.01
N 32,524,795; 2.29%! 69.4! 1.60%! 1.94%! 8,860!
s 201,933,919! 14.19%! 534.3! 1 2.34%! 13.27%! 60,450=
COOP i 743,475,275! 52.25%! 2,260.51 52.22%! 52.23%! 237,999!
============== ======== ======! ======== ======== ========
TOTAL!
DISTRICT COSTS FOR 1997-1998 FISCAL SERVICES BUDGET
97-98
TOWN! 1 995 EQUALIZED VALUATION j VALUATION { # PUPILS PUPIL COMBINED ! DISTRICT
PERCENT ! OCT. 1 , '96
j
PERCENT PERCENT SHARE
B 55,411,652! 14.49%! 174.2! 1 6.75%! 1 5.62%! 12,156!
EK 47,670,823! 12.46%! 140.8! 1 3.54%! 1 3.00%! 10,1191
K 44,958,522! 11.75%! 121.0; 1 1 .64%! 1 1 .70%! 9,102!
N 32,524,7951 8.50%! 69.4! 6.68%! 7.59%! 5,906!
S 201,933,919! 52.79%! 534.3! 51.39%! 52.09%! 40,539!
====================== ======== ======== ======! ======; =======!
TOTAL! 382,499,711! 100.00%! 1,039.7! 100.00%! 1 00.00%! 77,822 !
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